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BIGAMI

BIGAMI, MAWLANA SHAIKH HAJI MOHAMMAD b. Shaikh Ahmad b. Mawlana
‘All b. Haj1 Mohammad Taher1 (or Tamerl), oral storyteller of the 8th/14th
century, narrator of the romance Darab-nama. The oldest manuscript of
Darab-nama is dated Du’l-hejja, 887/January-February, 1483, and internal
evidence strongly suggests that Bigami was alive at that time and that he
dictated the story to Mahmud Daftarkvan, who wrote it down. Quotations in
the text from Hafez give a terminus post quem consistent with this date.
Frequent references in the text to “relaters of this tale” and “narrators of this
story” and to “this old tale” suggest that Bigami did not create the basic story of
Darab-nama but rather created this version of it. That he was an oral
storyteller is further suggested by several statements that he was relating the
story to his friends (dar hozur-e dustan). Nothing further is known of his life.
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The text of part I of Darab-nama was edited and published in 2 vols. by D. Safa
(Tehran, 1339-41 S./1960-62).

Safa’s introduction to vol. 1 and concluding remarks to vol. 2 discuss the
existing evidence regarding Bigami. The unpublished third part of the story
(Uppsala Univ. Library Ms. 555, Zetterstéen Cat. 418, dated 1201/1787) adds
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nothing to our knowledge of the storyteller.




