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BHADRA

BHADRA, the name of a magician, who according to Buddhist legend tried to
deceive the Buddha by means of his magic powers in order to disprove the
Buddha’s claim to omniscience. A Khotanese verse paraphrase of the story is
contained in chapter 2 of the Book of Zambasta (see the edition and translation
in The Book of Zambasta. A Khotanese Poem on Buddhism, ed. R. E. Emmerick,
London, 1968, pp. 10-51). The original Sanskrit version is not extant, but two
Chinese translations and a Tibetan rendering have come down to us. The
earlier Chinese version was made by Dharmarakṣa in the 3rd or 4th century
a.d., the later by Bodhiruci between 693 and 712 a.d. A complete edition and
translation of the Tibetan version making use of the Chinese material was
published by K. Régamey, The Bhadramāyākāravyākaraṇa, Warsaw, 1938. A
s t o r y  b a s e d  o n  t h e  s a m e  t h e m e  i s  k n o w n  a l s o  f r o m  P a l i
(Dhammapadaṭṭhakathā. The Commentary on the Dhammapada, ed. H. C.
Norman, London, 1906-14, I, pp. 434-35).
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