BEHBAHAN
Article by Ahmad Eqtedari

Encyclopaedia Iranica

Published: December 15, 1989
Last Updated: June 26, 2015

BEHBAHAN

BEHBAHAN (also pronounced Behbehan), Iranian city and county (Sahrestan)
in the province of Kazestan.

The county of Behbehan was defined in 1330 $./1951 (Razmara, Farhang VI, p.
62) as bordering on the Marun river to the north, the county of Ahvaz and
KorramsSahr to the west, the Persian Gulf to the south, and the county of Shiraz
to the east; as a result of subsequent administrative changes, the borders are
now with the province of Kuhgiluiya and Boir Ahmadi to the north and east,
the county of Ram-Hormoz to the west, and the county of Ramsir (formerly
Kalfabad) to the south. The principal mountains in Behbahan county are the
Kuh-e Pas-3ana (3,320 m), Kuh-e Sarduk (3,025 m), and Kah-e Safid (2,770 m);
the principal rivers are the Marun and the river of Kayrabad. The Marun, rises
in the Kavirkth and the Kah-e Laktdah, irrigates a large number of villages
before passing close to Behbahan city and is joined by the river of Ram-
Hormoz at Qal‘a-ye Sayk (Ram-Hormoz), below which the combined stream
waters Ramsir and finally reaches the Persian Gulf west of Bandar-e MahSahr
(formerly Bandar-e Ma‘$ir). The river of Kayrabad rises in the Celkor
mountains and after watering Kayrabad and the Zeydun subdistrict (dehestan)
joins the Hendijan river, which then runs past Deh Molla and Hendijan to the
Persian Gulf. The prevailing winds are a dry north wind and a hot, often
moisture-laden, south wind locally called the Sarjt (Razmara, Farhang VI, p.
63).

Three districts (baks ) are comprised in the county of Behbahan: (a) Aga Jari,
Omidiya, and Miankuh, headquarters at Aga JarT; (2) Zaydan, headquarters at
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Sardast; (3) Central District, headquarters at Dodanga. In medieval times
Behbahan belonged to the province of Arrajan. Although this province (later
renamed Kuhgilaya) underwent several boundary changes in the centuries
down to the Safavid period, its northern and northeastern limits throughout
the middle ages were such that it must have included the present county of
Behbahan. Its capital was the old city of Arrajan, the ruins of which stretch
along the banks of the Marun 8-12 km north of Behbahan and cover
approximately 4 km®.

The most recent census, taken in 1365 $./1986, gave the population of
Behbahan county as 202,000 (84,000 in Behbahan city, 118,000 in the districts),
including 40,000 temporarily resident evacuees from war zones; Aga Jarl
district 75,944; Zeydun district 14,318; Central district 3,072. Approximately 60
percent of the county’s inhabitants depended on agriculture and animal hus-
bandry, 40 percent on commerce and on employment as industrial,
agricultural, and construction workers and civil servants. The county
produced wheat, barley, rice, sesame, and dates; 15,000 ha were under
irrigation, while 30,000 ha, situated in the central, northern, and western
sectors and in part of the Zeydun district, were under rain-fed (deymi)
cultivation; the output in the year 1364 $./1985 was wheat and barley 52,500
tons, rice 1,220 tons, sesame 250 tons, dates 28,000 tons. The oil and gas
industry is important mainly in the Aga Jari and Omidiya districts. In addition
to the oil and gas installations at Aga Jari and gas purification plant at Bid-e
Boland, the Behbahan cement works and the flour mill and ice factory at
Behbahan city deserve mention. The principal handicrafts are weaving top-
quality ‘abas from fine-spun lamb’s wool, which were exported in large
quantities to Kuwait and the Arab Emirates; making cotton-and-leather shoes
called malekt or kalak (the local name for those of the best grade); and making
woolen felts and lamb’s wool felt hats. The county’s exports have in recent
years been dispatched through Ahvaz, but before the construction of the
asphalted Behbahan-Ahvaz highway they used to be shipped from Bandar-e
Daylam and BuSehr.

The entire length of the Shiraz-Behbahan-Ahvaz highway is asphalted. The
Behbahan-Ahvaz stretch, 200 km long, after crossing the Marun and passing
through the western suburbs of Behbahan, leads to Ram-Hormoz and thence
to Ahvaz. The Behbahan-Shiraz stretch, 360 km long, after passing through the
eastern suburbs of Behbahan and crossing the Kayrabad river, extends 72 km
to Gacsaran (headquarters of the county of Do Gonbadan in the province of
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Kuhgiluya and Boir Ahmadi) and thence to Shiraz. The construction of this
modem highway has had far-reaching effects on freight and passenger
transportation, and therewith on economic and cultural life, in Fars,
Kuhgilaya and Boir Ahmadi, and Kazestan. In medieval texts and in works on
historical geography there are mentions of old routes between
Arrajan/Behbahan and the Persian Gulf, Isfahan, Estakr, Ahvaz, and Dehdast;
parts of these old routes are still in limited local use by villagers.

The city of Behbahan (30° 35’ N, 50° 16’ E) lies in a plain 400 in above sea level
and has a climate typical of Iran’s warm regions (garmsir), with 50° C
maximum and O° C minimum temperature (Razmara, Farhang VI, p. 62). The
old town is divided into mahallas (sections) named Masjed-e Bardi,
Pahlavanan, Karvansara, Ga¢pazan, Sah Fazl, Sadat, Lab-e Ab, Darvis, Sabz-
pusan, Taktkasan, Mohseniha, Me'marha, Mallahan, Gowd-e Cahak, Gowd-e
Baqqgal, Meydan, Korasaniha, Aqa Pir Haydar, Bazar-e Now, Mahall-e Pir,
Ahangarha, Bu ‘Aliha, and Darvisha. The modern sections are named
Camanak, Sahr-e Now, Dw’l-feqari, Falaka-ye Bid-e Boland, and Pol-e Qa’em.
The city has some sixty mosques; its people and those of the country are
Twelver Shi‘ites. There is a public library. The bazar is roofed in traditional
style. Local customs, folklore, proverbs, etc. are generally similar to those
current in southwestern Iran and some parts of Kuzestan. The inhabitants of
the city claim descent from the people of Arrajan, from the nobility (ro‘asa’)
from sayyeds, and from the Lors. The inhabitants of the districts are generally
of Lor origin and Lori-speaking; they retain many links with the tribes of
Kuhgiluya. The city dwellers know Lori as well as Persian and still use words
that may be of old Kazi (Hizl) origin. In 1365 S./1986 Behbahan city had seven
high schools, two technical schools, one teacher training junior college,
seventeen intermediate schools, thirty-one primary schools, one special school
for handicapped children, and six kindergartens.

The first qanat and canal to provide the city with drinking water were cut in
the reign of Naser-al-Din Shah Qajar at the instance of the governor EhteSam-
al-Dawla Soltan Oways Mirza. The Behbahan Irrigation Company, established
in 1328 S$./1949, cut a tunnel from the Martn which provides both drinking
water for the city and irrigation water for certain previously rain-fed lands.
Today the city has a piped water supply system. Attention is now turned to
sinking semi-deep wells in the city’s outskirts and the construction of a major
dam on the Marun.

Behbahan is not mentioned in any text from before the time of Timur.
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Evidently it came into being as a village near the medieval city of Arrajan and
gradually expanded after Arrajan’s fall into ruin in the 8th/14th century. Its
ancient and medieval past therefore belongs to the history of Arrajan. The
archeological sites and historical remains in the present county of Behbahan
are listed below: remains of the ancient town of Beh az Amed-e Kavad and
Arrajan north of Behbahan city; remains at the entrance to the Takav pass;
Islamic remains (mosques and shrines of saints) in Behbahan city; remains of
an ancient bridge and fire-temple and of a madrasa of the Safavid period in
the village of Kayrabad; remains of a castle called Qal'a-ye Doktar on the bank
of the Sirin river; ruins at Zeydin, Sardast, Dez-e Kalat, and Dez-e Golab. (For
descriptions and photographs, see A. Eqtedari, Kiuzestan o Kuhgtliiya o
Mamasant, chap. 4). The ruins at Tang-e Sarvak (locally Sawlek), 50 km
northwest of Behbahan city in a belt of villages occupied by sedentary
members of the Bahma'1-e Garmsir tribe, lie within the limits of the present
province of Kahgilaya o Boir Ahmadi but may be included in the archeological
inventory of Behbahan. During road construction work in 1360 $./1981
important finds were made at the Arrajan site near a ruined bath-house and a
shrine on the bank of the Marun: a gilded metal coffin, some gold buttons,
various weapons, a large candlestick, pieces of pottery and metalwork,
figurines, and a very ornate gold object bearing a representation of two fierce,
winged lions and a short inscription in a cuneiform script. These finds, which
have been removed to the Iran-e Bastan Museum at Tehran, are under study
by Iranian archeologists, who consider them to be from the later part of the
last period of Elam.
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