BEDIR KHAN
Article by Mehmed Uzun

Encyclopaedia Iranica

Published: December 15, 1989
Last Updated: November 10, 2016

BEDIR KHAN

BEDIR KHAN (Badr Khan; d. 1867), last ruler of the principality of Cizre-Botan
and by extension also the name of a well-known Kurdish clan that has played
important political, social, and cultural roles in Kurdish history since the
mid-13th/19th century. The principality of Cizre-Botan was, like those of Baban
and the Hakkaris, one of the strongest and most developed Kurdish
principalities, and Bedir Khan, the last prince, was given the Ottoman title of
pasha. In the early 1840s Bedir Khan Pasha led a rebellion against the Ottoman
empire, seeking an independent Kurdistan; however, the rebellion failed, and
Bedir Khan Pasha and his entire large family were banished from Cizre-Botan
first to Istanbul and then to Crete. Bedir Khan Pasha died in 1868 at Damascus.
He is reported to have sired as many as ninety or ninety-nine children. His
grandson Kamuran Ali (Kamran-‘All) Bedir Khan, author, journalist, and
linguist, reports that at his grandfather’s death twenty-one sons and twenty-
one daughters were still alive and that he personally knew fifteen or sixteen
uncles and as many aunts.

Several of Bedir Khan Pasha’s children played important parts in the Kurdish
nationalist movement. Among them Osman (‘Otman) Pasha and Huseyin
(Hosayn) Pasha led the Kurdish rebellion of 1879. Huseyin was executed in
1910. Mithat (Mitad), one of the leaders of another rebellion in 1889, published
the first Kurdish newspaper (Kurdistan) in 1898 in Egypt. After Mithat’s death
his brother Abdur-Rahman (‘Abd-al-Rahman) continued the newspaper, for
some time also publishing it in Europe. Halil Rami (Kalil Ram1) became the
governor of Malatya, but, when the new Turkish republic was formed in 1923,
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he was one of 150 persons who were exiled. Bahri (Bahri) Pasha collaborated
with the famous Kurdish leader Shaikh Ubeydullah (‘Obayd-Allah). Emin Ali
(Amin ‘Al1; 1851-1926), a lawyer and civil servant who had also been one of the
leaders of the 1889 rebellion, was vice president of the political organization
Kurdistan Teali Cemiyeti formed after World War I. He also contributed to a
number of journals and newspapers.

Emin Ali Bedir Khan’s son Sureyya (Torayya; 1883-1938), an author and
lawyer, was chairman of the Kurdistan Committee in Egypt in the 1920s and
later founded, together with his brothers, the Kurdish political party Xoybin
(Independence) in 1927. Emin Ali’s son Celadet Ali (Jaladat ‘Al1; 1893-1951), the
editor of two important Kurdish journals, Hawar (The call; 1932-45) and
Ronahi (The light; 1942-45), is best known for his considerable contributions to
Kurdish language and literature. He was an author and journalist, one of the
founders of Xoyban. A third son of Emin Ali, Kamuran Ali (1895-1978), who
was active all his life in the Kurdish movement, published during World War I
the weekly journal Roja nii (New day) in Beirut.
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