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BAZA-KUR

BAZA-KUR (Baz-e Hur), a village and site of some important Sasanian
structures on the road from MaShad to Torbat-e Haydarlya, near Rebat-e Safid,
35°48’ north latitude, 59°22’ east longitude (Gazetteer of Iran 11, pp. 72, 572,
Map II-23-A). Southeast of the village, at the entrance of a gorge, are the ruins
of a domed building and a mountain fortification, variously called Qal‘a-ye
Doktar, Qal‘a-ye Pesar, ASpazkana, and Darak$kana, which are regarded as a
Parthian or Sasanian temple and fort. First reported by H. W. Bellew and E.
Diez, they became an integral part of the theories on the Sasanian fire temple,
since E. Herzfeld, followed by K. Erdmann, interpreted the arrangement as an
obligatory temple in the plain and an accompanying “high place” on the
mountain. (For doubts on this interpretation in general see Huff, pp. 202f.) As
early as 1946, D. N. Wilber noticed, however, that the structures on the
mountain belong to a castle, and this was corroborated by the subsequent
research of U. Hallier.

The domed structure is of the so-called cahar-taq type, a dome on four arches
with surrounding corridors. Only two corridors are recognizable; other parts
of the building are in ruins. The primitive construction, especially the absence
of squinches as transition from the square to the dome, which rests on beams
placed diagonally across the corners of the square, led some scholars to the
assumption of an early, even Parthian date; however, Herzfeld (1942, p. 33)
and Erdmann (1948, p. 441) had previously pointed out that this might be a
degeneration, rather than a predecessor, of the normal type. A pre-Sasanian
date is unlikely. Though the fragments of decorative stucco at the fortress
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suggest a Parthian date (Hallier, pp. 155ff.), more comprehensive evidence is
necessary for a definite conclusion. A two-story tower and a ruin called Rebat-
e kohna are reported south of the fortress (Hallier, pp. 1501f.).
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