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BAYHAQI, EBRAHIM

BAYHAQI, EBRAHIM B. MOHAMMAD, Arabic littérateur, known solely
through his one book, the Ketab al-mahasen wa’l-masawi. Nothing is known of
him except for what can be gleaned from this, though his forebears
presumably had some connection with Bayhaq in Khorasan; he apparently
wrote in the caliphate of al-Moqtader (295-320/909-12), and Brockelmann
surmised that he may have belonged to the circle of Ebn al-Mo‘tazz (d. 296/908;
GAL, S. 1, p. 249). His adab book deals with the good and bad aspects of
historical events, moral characteristics, ways of behavior, etc., juxtaposing
them antithetically and illustrating his argument with numerous literary and
historical anecdotes, some with Iranian settings, e.g., on such Sasanian
emperors as AnoSiravan and Kosrow Parvéz and on the Barmakids. From the
general tendencies of much of the material chosen by him and from his
personal attitudes, Bayhaql emerges as a moderate Shi‘ite, perhaps a Zaydi
(Geries, pp. 74-79). He drew extensively on the work of his predecessor Jahez,
and especially from the Ketab al-hayawan, and was in turn much utilized by
the unknown author of the Ketab al-mahasen wa’l-azdad, who, in Geries’
opinion and pace van Vloten’s tentative opting for a common source, drew
directly from Bayhaql’s work (G. van Vloten, Le livre des beautés et des
antitheses, Leiden, 1898, preface, pp. IX-XI; Geries, pp. 102-10). Otherwise,
Bayhaq?’s book seems to have been little known after his own time, with the
author barely mentioned by later sources.
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