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BAYAZ

BAYAZ, literally “white,” usually designating a small paper notepad with
covers often made of leather which opens lengthwise and was carried around
in inside pockets. Terms such as moraqqa’, safina, jong, jarida, kaskul, dastir,
gol-dasta, ganjina, tedkar, majmii‘a, and taliqat have occasionally been used in
a similar sense. The interest of bayaz lies in the fact that several such books
kept in various libraries contain notes by people of distinction. These notes
sometimes contain lines of poetry, aphorisms, ethical and philosophical
maxims, and amusing phrases. Some are listed in manuscript catalogues.
Following are some important bayazes: Tehran University Library possesses a
bayaz dated 845/1441-42 (no. 2043), one by Mohammad-Ja‘far Hosayni dated
1068/1657-58 and 1092/1681 (no. 2145), one containing ziarat-namas and
mondjat written in 1253/1837-38 (no. 1396), and one containing the
handwriting of about 100 different scholars (no. 2144). Leningrad Oriental
Library ms. no. A 688 is a bayaz called Safina-ye Sa‘eb. British Library Or. 4937
(Rieu, Persian Manuscripts, Suppl. no. 400) is a bayaz by Mirza ‘Abd-al-‘Azim
Qazvini Esfahani, dated 1080/1669-70.
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