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BAYAT(MUSIC)

BAYAT or BAYATI, one of the old modes of the Irano-Arabic musical tradition,
mentioned for the first time by Sayk Safadi (9th/15th century; Shiloah, p. 304)
and by ‘Abd-al-Qader b. Gaybi Maragi (d. 1435; pp. 64, 72) as one of the twenty-
four Sobas sometimes called Nowriiz-e bayati. According to the old sources
quoted by Forsat-e Sirazi (p. 20) it started on Hosaynl, then Hejaz and Rakab,
then ended in Segah and Neyriz. In Bahjat al-ruah it appears as one of the
twenty-four Sobas derived from the magam Kucek; its old name was Nowriz-e
Asl (ibid., p. 80), a definition that is still quite relevant to the Arabic
contemporary form.

Bayati is a very important maqgam of Arabic and Turkish classical music as
well as popular traditions; it seems to have preserved its original form with
the characteristic tetrachord (jens): D Ep F G (p = koron or half-flat), also called
Hosayni, and extended in G A Bb C.

As a distinct mode, its name has disappeared from Persian music, but it
survives in the taxonomy of the avaz, Bayat-e Esfahan, Bayat-e Tork (Zand),
Bayat-e Kord, and of the important gusas of Bayat-e Siraz, Bayat-e ‘Ajam, and
Bayat-e Raje’. In this terminology, Bayat refers to the modal context in which
these modes are performed, i.e., their lower tetrachord characterized by the
notes C D Ep with the finalis on D. This interpretation, although ignored by
Persian theoreticians, relies on comparative and historical musical analyses.
In Azarbaijan, too, it is found only in that context and in a rare maqam called
Coban Bayat], close to Bayat-e Kord.
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