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BAYAT

BAYAT, an important Turkish tribe.

Name and origin. Bayat was one of the twenty-two Oghuz tribes listed in
Mahmud Kasgar1’s Divanlogat al-tork (comp. 464-76/1072-83). The tribe had a
traditional brand mark and its totem was the falcon. The form Bayat is used
also by Fakr-al-Din Mobaraksah (603/1206; p. 48) and later authors such as
Hasan Ramla (984/1576), Eskandar Beg (1025/1616), and Mohammad-Kazem
(1145/1733) and in the Tadkerat al-molik (ca. 1137/1725). The form Bayat is
found only in RaS$id-al-Din’s Jame® al-tawarik (early 8th/14th century). The
name’s etymology is uncertain; it is the regular plural of bayan “rich” and may
come from the probably Mongol Zuan-Zuan. In that case Ra3id-al-Din’s
statement (p. 45) that it means fortunate (ba-dawlat) would happen to be
correct.

In the 10th/16th century the name, most often in the form Bayad, occurs in
forty-two toponyms in the Ottoman tax records. This number, though much
smaller than those of names such as Kayi, AfSar, and Kinik, falls in the middle
of the scale of toponymic occurrences of Oghuz tribal names in the tax
records, the range being from four to ninety-four toponyms per tribe. Bayat
tribesfolk spread far into western Anatolia, their principal areas of settlement
being in the provinces of Konya, Bursa, Afyon, Balikesir and Kitahya. Today
the name in forms such as Bayat, Bayatlar, Bayath is found in thirty-two
mainly western Anatolian toponyms (see Kdylerimiz and Tiirkiye’de meskiiin
yerler kilavuzu). The name also appears in toponyms in Iran (Bayat, Bayatan,
Bayatla, Bayatlar); Razmara lists two of these near Arak, one near Zanjan, one
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near Urmia (Reza’lya), one in Kiazestan at DaSt-e MiSan, one near Borajerd,
and one in Khorasan near Daragaz (Farhang 11, p. 45, IV, p. 101, VI, p. 66, IX, p.
66). In Soviet territory, five places in Azarbaijan, four in Turkmenistan, and
one in Uzbekistan close to the Turkmenistan border bear the names Bayat,
Bayat-Khadzhi, and Bayat-Sindzhap and are listed in Defense Mapping Agency,
Official Standard Names Gazetteer (cf. idem, 1984, pp. 209-10). In addition,
Bayat is the name of a village south of Baghdad and of small tribal groups in
northern Syria and in Turkmenistan on the Ama Darya (ca. 39° N, 63° E).
Oberling mentions a clan named Bayat belonging to the Qasqa1 tribe of Fars
(p. 30).

Cultural contributions. Dede Qorqut, the famous sage of the Oghuz Turks after
whom an early Ottoman epic is named, came from the Bayat tribe. So too did
Fozuli (d. 963/1556), the much admired bilingual (Turkish and Persian) poet.
Hasan b. Mahmud, one of the earliest Turkish historians (9th/15th century),
bore the surname Bayati. The tribe has given its name to a mode in Turkish
and Iranian music (See bayat). It was also renowned for its breed of horses
(Simer, “Bayatlar,” p. 374).

Early history. A substantial proportion of the Bayat people must have entered
Iran in the train of the Saljuq invaders in the first half of the 5th/11th century.
There are mentions of a na’eb (deputy commander) named Songor Bayatl at
Basra in 513/1119 (Ebn al-Atir, Beirut, X, p. 559) and of a castle in Lorestan
which from about this time onward bore the name Bayat. JovaynI’s history
(comp. in 658/1260) mentions a Bayat district in connection with events in
Lorestan and Kurdistan (ed. Qazvini, III, pp. 283, 471). Another section of the
Bayats remained in the Syr Darya region; they were among the Oghuz rebels
who captured the Saljuq sultan Sanjar in 548/1153. Under the pressure of the
Mongol invasion in the 7th/13th century they fled, together with other Oghuz
tribes, to Syria and Anatolia.

The Bayat tribes of Syria, Anatolia, and Iraq. The presence of Bayat, AfSar, and
Begdilu (q.v.) tribes in Syria and southeastern Anatolia is attested in sources
from the 8th/14th century. They played an important part in the establishment
of the Dulkadir (Du’l-Qadr) state and spread into the Sivas-Yozgat region.
Another section continued to live between Aintab and Aleppo and later joined
the Aq Qoyunla confederacy. In the 10th/16th century and thereafter, Bayat
tribal groups were scattered over a vast expanse from Anatolia through Syria
and Iraq to eastern Iran. In Syria their strength declined rapidly. The available
information, derived mainly from Ottoman tax records, which give names of



https://www.iranicaonline.org/articles/afsar-one-of-the-twenty-four-original-guz-turkic-tribes-t
https://www.iranicaonline.org/articles/aq-qoyunlu-confederation

Vol. I1I, Fasc. 8, pp. 882-884 @
)

clans, numbers of households, and numbers of individuals, indicates that
Bayat groups then lived in the following regions (outside Iran). 1. The Bayats of
Aleppo and Aintab, who were gradually reduced to the level of a small tribe
through emigration of many of their members to Anatolia and Iran. Today
their main surviving groups are named Pahlavanla and Rayhanla. Small Bayat
groups recorded as having lived around Damascus, Hama, and Tripoli must
have been offshoots of the Aleppo Bayats. 2. Two Bayat groups lived in the
Diyarbakir (Diar Bakr) region under the Boz ulus. 3. Much more important
were the Sam Bayati (Sam Bayadi) in Anatolia, who as their name indicates
had migrated from Syria; being subjects of the Dulkadir state, they were also
called Dulkadirli Bayat. For the most part they settled around Gedik in the
Yozgat district, where they were known as the Boz Ok. Later they became
Shi‘ites and joined the Safavids. Other Sam Bayati groups found abodes in the
Yeni-Il (north of Malatya), around Amasya where they were known as the Ulu-
Yoruk, around Ankara, around Maras..., and as far afield as Kiutahya and
Antalya. Information about the times and circumstances of their migrations is
scarce, the only recorded fact (Oguzlar, p. 232) being that the Boz ulus and
Yeni-I1 Bayats moved to central Anatolia in 1022/1613. Nevertheless the
11th/16th-century and present-day toponyms show that Bayat tribespeople
must have played a considerable part in the conquest and colonization of
Anatolia. 4. The Bayats of Iraq, consisting of thirteen clans, lived mainly
around Kirkuk. They are still there today, some pursuing their old way of life
but most now working in sedentary occupations.

The Bayat tribes of Iran. The Bayat presence in Iran is not attested before the
10th/16th century, when two separate groups are mentioned. The “genuine” or
Aq (White) Bayat tribe lived mainly around Kazzaz (34° N 49° 26’ E., southeast
of Hamadan) and then had 10,000 tents (Defense Mapping Agency, Names
Gazetteer, p. 6; idem, 1984, s.v. “Bayat”). Although pre-16th-century evidence is
lacking, it seems probable that these Bayats came from northern Syria with
the Aq Qoyunla. In Shah Tahmasb’s reign begs from the tribe were governors
of Hamadan and districts on the Ottoman frontier, and in Shah ‘Abbas I’s reign
Bayat amirs and troops were sent to Azarbaijan, with the results that Bayats
settled in that province also. At the same time small groups established
themselves at Darband and Sabran. The Aq Bayat tribe produced a large
number of prominent amirs, whose names are mentioned in the chronicles of
Hasan Ramla and Eskandar Beg and elsewhere. Although the Bayats are
reckoned in the Tadkerat al-moliik (pp. 16-17, 193) to be less powerful than the
Samla and the Dw’l-Qadr, they are put fifth by Don Juan of Persia (1604), who
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himself belonged to this tribe, among the thirty-two noble families and clans
“in whose hands the government is placed,” being “most noble and
comparable to dukes.” Many Bayat amirs were appointed to high positions
outside the tribal area, e.g., Gada-'‘All Soltan to the governorship of Maku in
Shah ‘Abbas I’s reign, others to similar posts in the Iravan (Erevan) district,
and Hosayn-‘All Beg to the leadership of an embassy to Spain in 1006/1598
(Stmer, 1950, p. 385). The second main group, distinguished by the name Qara
(Black) Bayat, lived in Khorasan, for the most part around NiSapur.
Mohammad-Kazem, calls them the Nisapurl Bayats. They were much involved
with the Turkman tribes of Kvarazm. When Shah Esma‘l I conquered
Khorasan, they acknowledged Safavid sovereignty. The Uzbek ruler ‘Abd-Allah
Khan (991-1006/1583-98), who seized much of Khorasan, placed them under
the authority of his son ‘Abd-al-Mon‘em Khan (ibid, p. 387). Nevertheless they
remained loyal to the Safavids and rendered such valuable services to Shah
‘Abbas I that he rewarded them with a promise of tax exemption. Qara Bayat
amirs continued to hold the governorship of Nisapur in Nader Shah’s reign
and thereafter. In addition, there was a third Bayat group, known as the Bayat-
e Sam or Bayat-e Qajar, evidently, a branch of the Sam Bayatl of Syria and
Anatolia. They must have come to Iran with the Qajar tribe in the wake of the
Aq Qoyunla. In the 10th/16th century the Qajars lived in Azarbaijan, mainly
around Ganja and Barda‘a; it is not clear which of the Qajar amirs were of
Bayat descent. In the 12th/18th century a village near Ganja bore the name of
the Bayat-e Sam and a certain Mohammad-‘All Khan, who belonged to this
tribe, was an amir in the service of ‘Adel Shah Af§ar. Under the Qajars,
particularly in Fath-‘All Shah’s reign (1212-50/1797-1834), several amirs from
the tribe rose to prominence.

The total strength of the Bayats of Iran in the Safavid period was estimated at
40,000 families. Sedentarization of the Bayat tribes began well before Reza
Shah’s reign, in some cases (e.g., the Bayats of Maku) at the instigation of
hereditary local chiefs (Oberling, 1974). Today they are entirely sedentary and
live mainly around Zanjan.
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