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BARKVARDAR TORKMAN

BARKYARDAR TORKMAN, MIRZA, author of Ahsan al-siar,a history of Shah
Esma‘1l Safawi, completed in either 930/1523-24 (Williams, 1916, p. 298) or
937/1530-31 (Williams, 1918, p. viii). The work was apparently compiled in
four volumes of which only the fourth is known. It includes: 1. a preface (pp.
1-6) in which the author states that as a Shi‘ite he wants to “combat some of
the errors” (ibid.) in the contemporary work Habib al-star of Kvandamir; 2. a
lengthy narrative history (pp. 6-280) of the reign of Shah Esma‘l; 3. a section
on the poets and “philosophers” of his time (pp. 280-305); and 4. a compilation
(pp- 305-411) of “curious stories, geographical descriptions and the like,
borrowed from Khwandamir, the Matla‘al-sa'dayn,and other works.”
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