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BARD-E BAL

BARD-e BAL, a necropolis excavated in 1969-70 by the Belgian archeological
mission in Iran, along the banks of the Garab river one km northwest of the
ruined village of Cenarbasi, and 54 km southeast of Ilam, province of Post-e
Kuh. Seventy tombs, dating from the end of Iron Age I and Iron Age II, were
found on the site. These were generally cist tombs which were sometimes
fitted with large stone-slab doors. Despite their small size, they were mostly
not individual tombs; graves of Iron Age I were often reused in Iron Age II.
The pottery is an unpainted buff ware, occasionally with incised decoration
and applied buttons. In Iron Age I almost all metal objects are made of bronze;
in Iron Age II we find that weapons are still made of bronze whereas personal
ornaments are made of iron. The Bard-e Bal necropolis is important because it
provides an archeological context by which to approximate the date (12th-10th
centuries b.c.) of the typical Luristan bronzes, such as spike-butted axes,
whetstone handles in the form of crouched caprids, and finials with upright
standing ibexes, that were discovered there.
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