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BAḴTAGĀN LAKE

BAḴTAGĀN LAKE, part of the Lake Nīrīz basin situated about 1,525 m above
sea level in the province of Fārs, approximately 50 km east of Shiraz.
Originally identical with the Nīrīz lake itself, it has been repeatedly mentioned
by medieval geographers (e.g., Eṣṭaḵrī, pp. 100, 101, 102; Ebn Ḥawqal, pp. 263,
265, 276, 277; Moqaddasī, p. 446). At the present, it is common to divide the
basin of the Nīrīz into a northern portion (daryāča-ye Ṭašk) and a larger
southern part (daryāča-ye Baḵtagān). The basin, surrounded in the northwest
and south by high mountains, is fed by the Kor river and other smaller
streams all of which are oligohaline or mesohaline in character. In wet years
the whole basin is covered by a single water-surface, covering an area of
approx. 1,000 to 1,500 km2 and reaching a depth of 1 m to 1.10 m. Normally,
however, there are two intermittent lakes, separated at their western ends by
the delta of the Kor river. Due to considerable fluctuations of the lake level
within a few years, reports on the existence of one lake, of two lakes, or no
lake at all are rather confusing. Due to high salt contents of the lakes, salt is
harvested as soon as the water-level lowers and the salt deposits are exposed
on the surface.

See also NĪRĪZ.
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