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BAKARZI, ABU’L-QASEM ‘ALI

BAKARZI KORASANI, RA'TS ABU’L-QASEM ‘ALI B. HASAN B. ABI'L-TAYYEB, an
Iranian littérateur of the 5th/11th century who composed poems in both
Persian and Arabic and won a name for skill in the art of letter-writing
(tarassol). After preliminary studies at Bakarz, his birthplace in Khorasan, he
went to NiSapur and received instruction in legal (Sar1) subjects from Shaikh
Abu ‘Abd-Allah b. Yasof Jovayni, the father of Emam-al-Haramayn Jovayni. His
friendship with ‘Amid-al-Molk Abu Nasr Kondorl began when they were
fellow-pupils of this teacher. Despite his profound knowledge of religious
subjects, particularly Shafe‘ite jurisprudence, he chose not to work in that
field, preferring to concentrate on Persian and Arabic literature. He soon
acquired great skill in the arts of Persian and Arabic prose and verse
composition. After ‘Amid-al-Molk Kondorl had become the vizier of the Saljuq
sultan Togrel Beg, he invited Bakarzi, who had already spent some time in
governmental service at Basra, to come to Baghdad, and appointed him a
secretary. Bakarzi stayed only a few years at Baghdad before he resigned and
went back to Khorasan. There he remained until he was murdered, while
hosting a convivial party, at NisSapur in 467/1074.

Bakarzi won a reputation for eloquence in Persian and Arabic alike. In ‘Aw{T’s
reckoning, he excelled with both languages and in both poetry and prose.
‘Awfl saw his divan entitled al-Ahsan fi Ser ‘Alt b. al-Hasan and quotes some
verses from it in Lobab al-albab. No copy of this divan has survived, but
excerpts under the same title al-Ahsan are preserved in a manuscript in the
British Library. Some specimens of his poetry have been printed in the Aleppo
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edition of the Domyat al-qasr. ‘Awfl in his Lobab al-albab quotes twenty-two
verses by Bakarzi and tells of seeing a collection of Bakarz1l’s quatrains
(robafs), entitled Tarab-nama and arranged in the order of the dotted letters,
from which he quotes seven robats. Amin Razl quotes seven Persian verses by
Bakarzi in his Haft eqlim.

The best-known work of Bakarz1 is his Domyat al-qasr wa ‘osrat ahl al-‘asr,
designed as a supplement to Ta‘aleb?’s Yatimat al-dahr. It is a tadkera
(biographical anthology) in seven parts, presenting Arabic poets of the
Bedouin tribes, the Hejaz, Syria, Diar Bakr, Azarbaijan, the Jazira, Magreb,
Iraq, Ray and Jebal, Jorjan, Astarabad, Dehestan, Qumes, Kvarazm,
Transoxiana, Khorasan, Quhestan, Sistan, and Gazna. In addition, some prose
pieces by writers of belles-lettres are included. This list is enough to show that
the Domyat al-qasr is an important source of information on Arabic poets and
writers in various Islamic territories up to Bakarz1’s lifetime. Also preserved is
a book of selections from the Domyat al-qasr, made by ‘Emad-al-Din
Mohammad b. Mohammad Esfahani under the title Zobdat al-nosra wa nokbat
al-osra.
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