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BAHMANYAR, AHMAD

BAHMANYAR, AHMAD (DEHQAN), scholar, educator, and man of letters, b.
1301/1884 in Kerman, d. 1334 $./1955 in Tehran (Figure 1). Bahmanyar
received his first education from his father Aqa Mohammad-‘Ali, himself a
scholar, and from his brother. He soon became proficient in Arabic and
Persian literature and at sixteen could teach Arabic grammar and literature
and write a commentary on one of his father’s scholarly works.

Two periods can be distinguished in his life. During the first one (1289-1308
$./1910-29) he joined the Constitutional Movement of 1285 $./1906, published
the weekly paper Dehqan in Kerman (1st issue Sawwal, 1329/October, 1911)
and the Fekr-e azad in Mashad (1301-02 S./1922-23) and Tehran (1303 S$./1924).
In 1294 S./1915, due to his political involvements, he was exiled by the British
from Kerman to Fars, where he was jailed for more than fourteen months.
While in jail he learned Ottoman Turkish and translated a few Turkish poems
into Persian. He also studied astronomy with a fellow prisoner. Upon his
release he went to Tehran where he was in bad financial straits. Finally he
entered the government service, serving the Ministries of Finance, Education,
and Justice in a number of cities for about nine years. During the second
period (from 1308 $./1929 until his death in 1334 S$./1955), Bahmanyar became
a high-school teacher in Tehran (1308 $./1929), a faculty member at the Dar al-
Mo‘allemin (Teachers’ college; 1310 §./1931), professor of Arabic and Persian at
Tehran University (1314 $./1935), and a permanent member of the
Farhangestan-e Iran (Academy of Iran; 1321 S./1942).
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His work is characterized by clarity and simplicity of language. It includes
Tohfa-ye ahmadiya, a two-volume commentary on the Alftya of Ebn Malek
(Kerman, 1330/1912), a biography of Saheb b. ‘Abbad (Tehran, 1344 $./1965),
Dastan-nama-ye bahmanyari (Tehran, 1357 $./1978), and critical editions of
Mohammad b. Monawwar’s Asrar al-tawhid (Tehran, 1314 S./1935), Baha™-al-
DIn Mohammad Bagdadr’s al-Tawassol ela ’I-tarassol (Tehran, 1315 $./1936),
Ebn Fondoq’s Tartk-eBayhaq (Tehran, 1317 §./1938), Abt Mansur’s Ketab al-
abnia ‘an haqa’eq al-adwia (Tehran, 1346 S./1967), some resalas by Hajj
Mohammad-Karim Kermani, and a number of articles. His Majma' al-amtal is
yet to be published. Bahmanyar also wrote some poetry, all along traditional
lines. He seems to have left a memoir, a part of which (“Yaddast-e ayyam-e
avaragil”) was used by Bastani Parizi (p. 109).
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