
Vol. III, Fasc. 5, p. 494

1

BAHMAN-ARDAŠĪR

BAHMAN-ARDAŠĪR (or Forāt Maysān), town and subdistrict in Maysān in
lower Iraq. The town of Forāt is known from the first century A.D. as a
fortified terminus for caravan trade on the left bank of the lower Tigris, eleven
or twelve miles downstream from Charax. Formerly identified with the town
of Tanūma, opposite ʿAššār (Obolla), Forāt has been located by Hansman at
Maḡlūb, 17.4 km (10.8 miles) southeast of Jabal Ḵīāber (Charax). Called Peraṯ ḏe

Mayšan in Syriac, this town was the see of the metropolitan bishop of Mayšān
by 310.

According to Ḥamza and Ebn al-Faqīh, Bahman-Ardašīr was founded or
rebuilt by the Sasanian Ardašīr I (r. 226/7-245). Some sources (Ṭabarī, I, p. 687;
Ṯaʿālebī, Ḡorar, p. 378, cf. p. 485; Mojmal, p. 54) attribute its foundations to
Bahman son of Esfandīār, but the earliest attested use of this name is in 544
when the Nestorian bishop of Vahman-Ardašīr is called the metropolitan of
Mayšan. Bahman-Ardašīr is also named as one of the four subdistricts (ṭasāsīj)
of the kūra/ostān of Šāḏ-Bahman (Maysān, Kūra Dejla) by Ebn Ḵordāḏbeh,
Qodāma, and Yāqūt, although Yāqūt also identifies Bahman-Ardašīr as the
entire kūra of Forāt al-Baṣra. The contraction, Bahmanšīr, was used both for
the town and for the lower Tigris estuary. The PR mintmark on Sasanian coins
may not stand for Forāt as is often claimed, because that was not the official
Sasanian name and it has not been found on Arab-Sasanian coins, although
Forāt was a mint for post-reform Islamic dirhams from 81/700 until 96/714-15.

After the conquest of Forāt by ʿOtba b. Ḡazwān in 14/635, it remained a center
of local Muslim administration and was involved in revolts by the Zanj in
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70/689-90, 75/695 and during the 3rd/9th century. By the 7th/13th century
Forāt was in ruins.
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