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BAGARAN

BAGARAN (Turk. Pakran), a town and fortress of the Armenian principality of
ArSarunik’ (40°12’ north latitude, 43°39’ east longitude) 5 km (3 miles) west of
the right bank of the Axurean river (Arpacai). Bagaran, lit. “the god’s place,”
was founded at the end of the third century B.C. by the Armenian King Orontes
(Eruand) II (ca. 212-ca. 200 B.C.) to house the images of the gods and the royal
ancestors brought from the earlier holy city of Armavir. Orontes established
his brother Eruaz there as high priest of the Armenian pantheon (Moses of
Khorene, 2.40; tr. Thomson, p. 182) and during the king’s reign Bagaran
became the religious center and holy city of Orontid Armenia. In the time of
Artaxias (Artases) I (189-ca. 161 B.C.) the idols of Bagaran were transferred to
the new capital Artaxata (Artasat, ibid., 2.49) but Bagaran remained an
important cult center until the conversion of Armenia to Christianity (ca. 314).

When the Bagratids acquired ArSarunik’ in the ninth century Bagaran was
only briefly its first capital but in the period of the Bagratid kingdom
(884-1045), the town flourished as a stop on the transit trade route from the
later Bagratid capital, Ani, to the west.

Bagaran was noted for the fine church of St. Theodore (erected 624-31), now
totally destroyed. Bagaran was destroyed in the Mongol period but its remains
were still visible in the early twentieth century.



https://www.iranicaonline.org/articles/armavir-one-of-the-capitals-of-ancient-armenia

@\ BAGARAN |Robert H. Hewsen

BIBLIOGRAPHY

L. AliSan, Ayrarat, Venice, 1890.

J. Dimitrokalis, “K'nnakan xrher” and S. Milani, “Satiroyk' Cartarapetut’'yan ew
valmijnadaryan k'arakonk’ eklec'ineri cagman harc'eri Surj,” in Sovetakan
Arvest, Erevan, 1970, no. 5.

S. T. Eremyan, Hayastana ast “ASxarhacoyc”-i, Erevan, 1963, p. 42.

T. X. Hakobyan, Hayastani patmakan asxarhagrutiwna, 2nd ed., Erevan, 1968,
pp. 132-33.

S. Manuc‘aryan and H. Xalp‘axc'yan “Bagaran,” Hayastani sovetakan
hanragitaran 11, Erevan, 1976, p. 197.

N. Sargsyan, Tetagrutiwnki P'okr ew i Mec Hayastan, Venice, 1864.

T. T'oramanyan, Nyut'er haykakan cartarapetutyan patmutyan, pts. 1-2,
Erevan, 1942-48.

C. Toumanoff, Studies in Christian Caucasian History, Washington, 1963, pp.
302, 306, 310, 319, 320.

Search terms:

0000 bagaran




