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BADRI KASMIRI

BADRI KASMIRI, BADR-AL-DIN ‘ABD-AL-SALAM B. EBRAHIM HOSAYNI, a
Persian poet in India in the second half of the 10th/16th century. He was an
adherent of the NagSbandi order and a disciple of one of its masters, Kvaja
Mohammad Eslam, at whose instance he composed most of his poems. In the
ornate prose preface of his versified story of Alexander (Qessa-ye Du’l-
qgarnayn), he states that in the years 976/1568-988/1580 he had written
matnawis, qasidas, gazals, and prose works entitled Meraj al-kamelin, RawZat
al-jamal, and Seraj al-salehin, that he had compiled a divan of his qgasidas and
Zazals, and that subsequently in 988/1580 he had planned a collection of seven
narrative poems in matnawt verse, namely Manba“ al-as‘ar on the model of
Nezam1’s Makzan al-asrar, Matam-sara on that of ‘Attar’s Manteq al-tayr,
Zohra o Kvorsid on that of Sana’T's Hadiqat al-haqiqa, Sam“e delafriiz on that of
Amir Kosrow’s Kosrow o Sirin, Matla‘ al-fajr on that of Jamr’s Sobhat al-abrar,
Laylt o Majnuin on that of Hatefl’s Laylt o Majniin, and Rosol-nama on that of
Sa‘dl’s Bustan; the collection was entitled Bahr al-awzan, and he had
completed the seventh piece (i.e., the Rosol-nama) in 989/1581, using the
motaqareb meter and drawing materials from different historical sources such
as the annals of Tabari, the history of Ebn A‘tam Kufi, the Jame' al-tawartk of
Rasid-al-Din Fazl-Allah, the Tarik-egozida of Hamd-Allah Mostawfl, the Zafar-
nama of Saraf-al-Din Yazdi, etc. Badrl Kasmirl’s Qessa-ye Du’l-qarnayn or
Eskandar-nama runs to 7,000 verses and is dedicated to the Uzbek ruler ‘Abd-
Allah II (991/1583-1006/1597); it is a mediocre work of little substance, being
limited to rapid recitation of events with none of the artistic coloring or
attention to scenes and moods usually to be found in Persian narrative poems.
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