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BABA'TI BEN LOTF

BABA’'I BEN LOTF, the Jewish poet and historian of Kasan during the first half
of the 11th/17th century (d. after 1073/1662). According to his own words, he,
along with the Jews of Kasan, was forced to embrace Islam and was, for some
years, openly a Muslim while retaining secretly his Jewish faith. He was
unable to emigrate to Baghdad on account of his advanced age and out of
concern for the safety of his large family. He left behind two works in verse:
the history Ketab-e anust (The book of a forced convert) and a short poem
entitled Monajat-nama in praise of the prophet Elijah. Both these works are in
Persian using Hebrew script. Nothing else is known about him.

The Ketab-e antst (anitist is a Hebrew word meaning a Jew forced to apostatize
who remains secretly Jewish), a work of approximately 5,300 verses composed
in the hazaj-e mosaddas-e mahdiif meter, is, so far as we know, the first
historical work originating from an Iranian Jewish community. This work has
not been published. There are approximately six manuscripts of it in some
major libraries of the U.S., Europe, and Israel. Errors in versification and the
use of obsolete words and colloquial language gives the Ketab-e anust little
literary merit. However, despite the disorderly chain of events recorded in it,
it possesses incomparable value because of its content which can be divided as
follows: 1. Description of the status of Iranian Jews from the years before
1022/1613 until the end of the reign of Shah ‘Abbas I in 1038/1629. During this
period the Jews of Iran were subjected to persecution and molestation. A
number of their religious leaders were killed for refusing to convert to Islam.
Baba1 also mentions some of the wars of Shah ‘Abbas I with the Georgians, the




@\ BABA’I BEN LOTF | Amnon Netzer

foundation of the town of Farahabad by him in Mazandaran and the settling
of the Georgian Jews and Christians there. He is corroborated in many details
by his contemporaries, Eskandar Beg and, especially, Pietro della Valle. Babal
speaks favorably of Shaikh Baha™-al-Din ‘Ameli and Shah Safi I, and praises the
former’s intercession on behalf of rescuing the Jews of Isfahan. 2. The
molesting and forced conversion of the Jews from the years 1067/1656 to
1073/1662 during the reign of Shah ‘Abbas II forms the most important part of
the book. His narration is again confirmed by other sources such as the ‘Abbas-
nama of ‘Emad-al-Din Mohammad Taher b. Hosayn Khan Qazvini (takallos:
Wahid) and the history of the Iranian Armenians by the Armenian priest
Arakel of Tabriz. The good will and intercession of Molla Mohsen Fayz Kasani
on behalf of the Jews is also mentioned with respect. 3. Also of importance is
the information concerning the population, professions, economic situation,
and communal organization of the Jews in Iran, especially in Isfahan and
Kasan, as well as some historical events such as the coronation of Shah Safi
and the war on Qandahar during the reign of Shah ‘Abbas II.
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