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BABA JAN KORASANI

BABA JAN KORASANI, also known as Hafez Baba Jan Torbati, calligrapher,
poet, and craftsman the first half of the 10th/16th century. He was the son of
Hafez ‘Abd-al-‘All Torbati, a religious figure connected with the court of Sultan
Hosayn Bayqgara. Baba Jan’s brother Hafez Qasem was a noted singer and
Baba Jan himself was a gifted player of the 7d. Sam Mirza praises him not only
as a musician and calligrapher but also as an expert in the inlaying of gold into
ivory. Despite these references to his many skills the circumstances of Baba
Jan’s life and the scope of his activities remain obscure. Qazi Ahmad states that
the family moved from Herat to Iraq, but gives no further details. M. Bayani
suggests that he may have been associated with the Safavid prince Bahram
Mirza and that he can be identified with a certain “Baba Jan Bahrami” whose
calligraphy appears in the album prepared for Bahram Mirza now in the
Topkap1 Saray: Library, Istanbul. If Baba Jan Korasani was a well-known
calligrapher at the court of Bahram Mirza it is puzzling that his name does not
appear in the preface to this album written by Dost Mohammad.
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