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‘AZOD-AL-MOLK, MOHAMMAD
HOSAYN

‘AZOD-AL-MOLK, MIRZA MOHAMMAD HOSAYN (d. 1284/1867), a senior
official in the first part of Naser-al-din Shah Qajar’s reign. Both he and his
father Mirza Fazlallah Molla-bas1 Qazvini were initially employed as clerical
secretaries at the provincial government of the crown prince ‘Abbas Mirza in
Azarbaijan (Farhad Mirza, Zanbil, Tehran, 1329/1911, p. 162). They claimed
holy descent through Mir Sayyed Hosayn b. ‘Al Karaki Jabal-‘Ameli (M. Golriz,
Minii-dar ya Bab al-jannat-e Qazvin, Tehran, 1337 $./1958. p. 327).

In 1267/1851, Mirza Mohammad Hosayn, who then held the office of sadr-e
divan-kana (the chief official in charge of the state judicial administration),
was appointed ambassador to Russia (Kormuji, Haqa'eq al-akbar 11, p. 100;
E‘temad-al-saltana, Montazam-e nasert III, p. 210). Two years later he returned
to Tehran (Haqa'eq al-akbar 11, p. 126), and in 1270/1854 he was honored with
the title ‘azod-al-molk and appointed minister of pensions and endowments
(waza'ef wa awqaf) in one of the earliest attempts to reform the machinery of
the state (Montazam-e nasert 111, pp. 230, 232). Having been deputed to express
condolence and felicitation to the Russian embassy after the death of Nicholas
I and accession of Alexander IT in 1271/1855, he escorted the chargé d’affaires
and other staff of the embassy to an audience with the shah (Haqa'eq al-akbar
I1, p. 153). In 1272/1856, he was sent to Mashad on appointment as the trustee
(motawalli-bast) of the shrine and endowments of the Emam Reza (ibid., p.
169; Montazam-e naser1 111, p. 244). It was he who, on orders from Tehran,
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arranged the construction and erection of a gold door for the tomb chamber in
1276/1860 (Montazam-e nasert 111, p. 266). He remained at MaShad until
1278/1862, when Mirza Ja‘far Khan MoSir-al-dawla took over his office (ibid., p.
277). ‘Azod-al-molk became the trustee of the shrine for a second time in
1282/1866 after the death of the incumbent, Hajji Qawam-al-molk Sirazi (ibid.,
p- 293). He himself died in 1284/1867 at Tehran. His remains were interred at
Mashad.
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