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AZADVAR

AZADVAR (or AZADVAR), a small town of Khorasan in the district (kira,
rostaq) of Jovayn, which flourished in medieval Islamic times, apparently
down to the Il-khanid period. It lay eight farsakhs from Jajarm and at the
western end of the very fertile Jovayn corridor between the Kiih-e Cagatay to
the south and the Kiah-e ‘Al1 to the north, hence on the road connecting Bestam
and Gorgan with Nisapur. The medieval geographers describe it as the chief
town (qasaba, madina) of Jovayn, populous and prosperous; 189 villages
depended on it; it had fine mosques, markets, and a caravanserai; and it was
surrounded by rich agricultural land producing cereals and fruits. Irrigation
was mainly by qanats led down from the hills to the south. Maqdes1
(Moqgaddasi) describes the inhabitants of the district as cultured (ahl adab) and
ashab hadit, i.e., Shafi‘ites; and from this district stemmed one of the greatest
families of Shafi‘ite ‘olama’ in NiSapur—that of Abi Mohammad ‘Abdallah
Jovayni (d. 438/1047) and his son Abu’l-Ma‘ali ‘Abd-al-Malek, the Emam al-
Haramayn (d. 478/1085). Sam‘an1 (Ansab [Hyderabad] I, p. 76) names a
considerable number of scholars and theologians with the nesba Azadvar. The
family of the historian ‘Ala’-al-din ‘Ata Malek Jovayni and his brother, the
statesman Sams-al-din Mohammad Saheb(-e) Divan also hailed from Azadvar.
The poet Asraf Gaznavi is buried there. During the eighth/fourteenth century,
however, Azadvar apparently declined; and Faryamad, some distance to its
south, replaced it as the center of the Jovayn district. Azadvar is now the name
of a subdistrict (dehestan) and its administrative center in the baks of Jagatay
of the Sabzavar Sahrestan. Near the present-day Azadvar, in the center of the
valley, are the remains of the medieval city, which were still marked by the
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remains of a lofty brick building in 1897 when Yate visited the area. A stage on
the Tehran-Mashad railroad is also called Azadvar.
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