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AZADI

AZADI (Freedom) was the name of the following Persian journals: (1) A
journal published at Tehran during the estebdad-e sagir (lesser autocracy, June
1908-July 1909). No copies have been found and no details are available. (2) A
journal published at Istanbul in 1909. No copies are known to have been
preserved, but some facts are on record. The first issue, consisting of four
printed (not lithographed) pages of three columns each, was dated 8
Moharram 1327/30 January 1909 and edited by Hasan Naji Qasemzada, an
Iranian from Koy. Its declared purpose was to be “a defender of
constitutionalism and the country’s policies and rights, and a propagator of
the ideas of those who seek freedom for Iran.” Two issues per month were
promised, but his journal did not survive beyond its first issue. (3) A Political-
satirical weekly of reformist outlook published at Tehran in the months of
Jawza and Saratan, 1302 S./June and July, 1923. The license-holder and editor
was Mahmud Azadi. After the seventh issue dated 30 Saratan/23 July, further
publication was banned. Nevertheless Mahmud Azadi brought out another
issue under the title Bohlil, using the license of a political-satirical journal of
that name which had been published at Tehran in 1329/1911 by a licensee
named Hasan Khan Me'mar. The same Hasan Khan was the licensee, and
Mahmud Azadi was the editor, of the Bohliil, which presented itself as Azadr’s
successor. Azadi consisted of four printed pages measuring 36 x 49 cm with
four columns per page. Its price was four sahis. Copies are preserved in
various national libraries in Iran. (4) A Journal of news and social comment
published initially at Mashad in Sahrivar, 1304 S./September, 1925, and
subsequently at Tehran from 1313 $./1934 to 1314 $./1935. It was intended to
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be a daily, but no more than four issues per week were ever achieved in
practice. The publication license was held by ‘All Akbar GolSan-e Azadi
(1319/1901-1353 $./1974), a poet and writer, formerly home news editor of the
newspaper Fekr-e azad. In Bahman, 1321 S./February, 1943 Azadi was banned,
but after a long pause publication was resumed in the autumn of 1344 S./1965.
Now a weekly, Azadi came out irregularly until the winter of 1352 $./1974. Its
size and format varied in its successive phases, but most often it had four
pages measuring 45 x 49 cm with six columns per page. Its price was 35 dinars
in the first phase and two rials in the last year of its existence. Copies which it
has been possible to examine contain small numbers of illustrations and large
numbers of official notices. Azadr’s political comments were always more or
less favorable to the government of the day.

Outside Iran, an incomplete set of this journal is held at the Library of
Congress in Washington, D.C.
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