AZADBEH B. BANEGAN
Article by Clifford Edmund Bosworth

Encyclopaedia Iranica

Published: December 15, 1987
Last Updated: October 10, 2016

AZADBEH B. BANEGAN

AZADBEH B. BANEGAN (MAHAN?) B. MEHR-BONDAD, a dehqan (landowner)
of Hamadan, marzban (governor) in the former Lakhmid capital of Hira in
central Iraq during the years preceding the Arab conquest of that province.
Tabar?’s account of his governorship cites as source HeSam b. Mohammad
Kalbi and this same historian says that he governed Hira for seventeen years
after the rule there of the Arab Iyas b. Qabisa Ta’1l and the Persian co-ruler,
Nakiragan. Since he was killed in 12/633, the beginning of his governorship
should probably be placed in A.D. 617 or 618. Azadbeh represents the Sasanian
policy of imposing, in effect, direct rule on Hira after the deposition of the last
Lakhmid king No'man V b. Monder. His tenure of power there spanned the
troubled reigns of Kosrow II, Séroya, Ardasir III, Puran, Hormozd V, and
Yazdegerd III. The Arabs appeared in Iraq during Abu Bakr’s caliphate (soon
after the suppression of the Redda wars) under Kaled b. Walid and Motanna b.
Hareta §aybani. In 12/633 Azadbeh was defeated by the Arabs, and his son
killed in the fighting; the Arabs then proceeded to besiege Hira, while Azadbeh
fled. Nothing is recorded in the Arabic sources of his ultimate fate.
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