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AZAD, MOHAMMAD-HOSAYN

AZAD, MOHAMMAD-HOSAYN, scholar and writer in Urdu and Persian, born
about 1834 in Delhi. Azad cultivated literary and Islamic studies under his
father, Mawlana Mohammad-Bagqer, a leading journalist in north India, and
under the poet Mohammad-Ebrahim Dawq. After the Mutiny of 1857, which
resulted in his father’s execution by the British, he left Delhi and finally settled
in Lahore, where he was employed by the Punjab Education Department. In
1867 he became secretary to the Anjoman-e Panjab, a literary society founded
in 1865 by Dr. G. W. Leitner, the director of the government college, aiming at
inducting realistic themes in Urdu poetry. His journeys to Central Asia (on a
secret mission for the government of India) and Iran in 1865 and 1883 gave
him insight into the life of those regions. In 1887 the British government of
India honored him for his services to literature and education. He died at
Lahore in 1910.

Azad’s literary interests touch upon history, biography, literary criticism,
journalism, and story-telling, making him an outstanding figure in the
nineteenth-century history of Urdu and Persian literature in India. His prose
writings are noted for their picturesque style.

Works. The better known of his nearly seventeen published works in Urdu
are: Qesas-e Hend (Lahore, 1872, repr. Lahore, 1961, Karachi, 1962), a
collection of stories from Indian history; Neyrang-e kayal (Karachi, 1961 ), a
collection of allegorical stories in moral science adapted from the essays of
Samuel Johnson and Joseph Addison (Tartk-eadablyat-e mosalmanan-e
Pakestan wa Hend IX, pp. 308ff.); Ab-e hayat (Lahore, 1881, 1950, Fayzabad,
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1966), a history of Urdu poetry written in a colorful style; Sokandan-e Pars
(Lahore, 1907), dealing with Indo-Iranian philology, traditions, and the
development of Persian prose style (M. Sadeq, Ab-e hayat ki hemayat mayn
[Sadeq, in the defence of the Ab-e hayat], Lahore, 1967, pp. 382-84); Darbar-e
akbart (ed. Mir Momtaz ‘All, Lahore, 1898, ed. Mohammad-Ebrahim, Lahore,
1910, Lucknow, ca. 1965), a biographical work on some courtiers of the
emperor Akbar of India (ibid.); Negarestan-e Pars (Lahore, 1922) on nearly
thirty-six Persian poets of Iran and India from Radaki to Arza. The Divan of
Dawq Dehlavi, edited by Azad, carries useful notes. A selection of Azad’s
articles has been published by Aga Mohammad-Bager, Magqalat-e Mawlana
Mohammad Hosayn Azad, Lahore, 1966. His Divan was published under the
title Nazm-e Azad, Lahore, 1910.
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