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AYRIMLU

AYRIMLU (in Persian often Ayromla), Turkic tribe of western Azarbaijan.
Following the treaty of Torkamancay (q.v.) in 1243/1828 through which Iran
lost the provinces of Iravan (Erevan) and Nakjavan, ‘Abbas Mirza, the crown
prince, who valued the fighting ability of Turkic tribesmen, encouraged
several Turkic tribes which dwelled in the ceded provinces to settle down
south of the Aras (Araxes) river, offering them fertile lands and lush pastures
as a reward. One of these was the Ayrimla tribe, which moved from its
ancestral holdings in the vicinity of Gumru (later Alexandropol, and later still
Leninakan) to Avajiq, a district to the west of Maku (cf. Stewart, Through
Persia, p. 183). The Ayrimlas were described by at least two nineteenth-century
travelers, Fraser (A Winter’s Journey I, pp. 327-28) and de Gobineau (Trois ans
I, pp. 266-69). Their principal village is Kalisa Kandi. Other villages occupied
by them are Qara Bolag, Pir Ahmad Kandi, Siah Ca$ma, Sangl Tapa, ‘Arab
Dizadi, Jamal Kandi, and Beyg Kandi. They are now completely sedentary (cf.
Oberling, The Turkic Peoples, p. 63). Hajji Mirza Aqasi, the prime minister of
Mohammad Shah Qajar, and General Mohammad Hosayn Ayrom, the
commander-in-chief of the Iranian police under Reza Shah Pahlavi, were
members of the Ayrimlu tribe.
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