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AYANDA

AYANDA, Persian journal which began publication in Tir, 1304 S./June-July,
1925, under the editorship of its founder, Mahmud AfSar (1893-1983). Its
proclaimed purpose (1/1, pp. 3-15) was to strengthen national unity and
cohesion, particularly through the promotion of the Persian language and
public education throughout the country. Among its contributors figured some
politicians and scholars of note, such as Sayyed Hasan Taqizada, Ahmad
Kasravi, Mohammad-‘All Foragl, Dr. Mohammad Mosaddeq, ‘Ali-Akbar Davar,
‘All Dasti, Mohammad-Taql Bahar, Said Nafisi, Rasid Yasami, Mohammad
Qazvini, Mojtaba Minovi, and Nasrallah Falsafl.

This phase of the magazine’s existence came to an end after two years, during
which period twenty-four issues were published, and the journal achieved
considerable success. A second series of sixteen issues appeared in the same
style from 1323 S./1944 to 1324 S./1945. During this phase, its contributors
included political figures like Mostasar-al-dawla Sadeq, Allahyar Saleh,
Mahmud Nariman, and ‘Ali-Asgar Hekmat. Ayanda was revived with the
publication of the fourth volume in 1334 $./1955, but only six issues appeared.
After the revolution of 1979 and the closing down of the Rahnema-ye ketab
(q.v.), Ayanda was revived and resumed publication with the fifth volume
under the editorship of Iraj AfSar, the founder’s son, and as a continuation of
the Rahnema-ye ketab. After four quarterly issues, the journal became bi-
monthly, and since 1983, it has been published monthly. Adopting the format,
purpose, and style of Rahnema-ye ketab, the journal’s main aim in the new
phase has been to publish research articles in the fields of Iranian history,
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literature, and bibliography.

[The reputation of the old Ayanda rests on its first phase, which coincided with
the rise of Reza Shah to power and the dissolution of the Qajar dynasty. It
reflected the views of the reform-minded nationalists who, tired of the
ineffectual governments that followed one another under Ahmad Shah and
encouraged by the effective de facto rule of Reza Khan between 1921 and
1924, were now looking forward to a strong nationalist government which
would secure national unity and embark on modernizing the country. Among
the interesting events reported in the pages of Ayanda (1/4, pp. 217-39) were
the speeches of the supporters and opponents of the bill which led to the
dissolution of the Qajar dynasty and relegated the rulership of the country to
Reza Khan.

The second and the third phases of Ayanda proved to be unsuccessful attempts
at regaining the prominence the periodical had enjoyed during the first phase.
Its editor, an essayist, poet, and a business and real estate man who had
studied in India and Switzerland, and who had espoused nationalistic causes,
had somewhat lost touch with the realities of the post-war period, and his
journal remained outside the mainstream of cultural, literary, and political
currents.

The fourth phase, with its entirely different format and as a continuation of
the Rahnema-ye ketab, of which Iraj AfSar had been the de facto editor since
1961, is a survivor of the Pahlavi period. With the closing of Sokan, Yagma,
Wahid, and the like after the 1979 revolution, Ayanda has been practically the
only periodical of its kind that has maintained a secular and independent
stance from the Islamic Republic. Of interest among the contents of the new
Ayanda are the obituaries of men of learning in Iranian studies, Iranian or
otherwise; correspondences and documents bearing on the modern history of
Iran; and listings of chief Persian and foreign publications, the latter on an ad
hoc basis. With regard to literature, Ayanda’s approach is a traditional one.
E.Ir.]
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