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AY TIMUR

AY TIMUR (or TEYMUR), MOHAMMAD, Sarbadar commander and ruler, “the
son of a slave” (probably one of the Turkish golams that Mas‘ud, the previous
Sarbadar leader, recruited to supplement his bandit and Shi‘ite dervish
soldiery). Mas‘ad left Ay Timur governing Sabzavar when campaigning against
Herat (743/1342) and Mazandaran (summer, 745/1344). When Mas‘td and his
army fell in Mazandaran, Ay Timur found himself the ruler. To defend
Sabzavar and Nisapur against Tagay Timur (for the reading of this name, see
Smith, History, pp. 181-82) and Argunsah Jauni Qorbani (Mong. Je’in Gurban),
Ay Timur had to acknowledge Tagay Timur’s sovereignty (Sabzavar coin of
746), station his good troops on the frontiers, and eke out their numbers with
the Shi‘ite dervishes demobilized after Mas‘id murdered their leader, Hasan
Juri. These measures led to military success and political failure. Ay Timur
remained unguarded against the dervishes, who hated him as Masd’s man,
and the gentry of Bastin (whence came the first Sarbadar leaders, ‘Abd-al-
Razzaq and Mas‘0d) and aristocrats of Sabzavar (especially Sams-al-din ‘Al1),
who despised him. Alleging his disrespect for the dervishes, preference for
“the commons and the mob,” and the impropriety of rule by “the son of a
slave,” these deposed and, instigated by Sams-al-din ‘Ali, murdered Ay TImar
in Jomada I, 747/August-September, 1346.
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