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AWHADI MARAGA’I

AWHADI MARAGA’T, SHAIKH AWHAD-AL-DIN (or ROKN-AL-DIN) B. HOSAYN
(born ca. 673/1274-75 in Maraga and died there in 738/1338), a poet who
flourished in the reign of Abt Sa'ld Bahador Khan (r. 716/1316-736/1335), the
ninth Mongol Il-khan of Iran. He is usually surnamed Maraga’i, but also
mentioned as Awhadi Esfahani because his father hailed from Isfahan and he
himself spent part of his life there. He first chose the pen-name Safl, but
changed it to Awhadi after becoming a devotee of the school of the famous
mystic Shaikh Abt Hamed Awhad-al-din Kermani.

Awhadi has left a divan (ed. A. S. Usha, Madras, 1951) of more than 8,000
verses comprising qasidas, gazals, tarji-bands, and robafs. Most of the qasidas
are in praise of Abd Sa‘id and his vizier Giat-al-din Mohammad (son of Rasid-
al-din Fazlallah). Most of the other poems are on mystic, ethical, and religious
subjects. Awhadi is at his best in his martias (elegies) and his gazals, where his
style prefigures that of Hafez. In addition to the divan, he has left two
narrative poems, the Dah-nama or Manteq al-'0$saq (about 600 verses, ed. with
biographical notes by M. Farrok, Mashad, 1335 S./1956), which he wrote in
706/1307 for Wajih-al-din Yusof, a grandson of Kvaja Nasir-al-din Tusl, and the
Jam-e Jam or Jam-e jahanbin (ed. Wahid Dastgerdi, Tehran, 1307 $./1928),
which he wrote in the manner of Sana’t’s Hadiqat al-haqiqa in 733/1333 and
dedicated to Sultan Abu Sald Bahador Khan. The Jam-e Jam (Cup of Jam$id),
which runs to approximately 5,000 verses, is a treatise on mysticism but also
includes discussions of social, ethical, and educational matters; all considered,
it is Awhadr’s best work. According to DawlatSah (ed. Browne, p. 213) the Jam-e
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Jam won such fame that in the first month 400 manuscripts of it were sold at
high prices, but adds that in his own time (later part of the 9th/15th century) it
appeared to have lost popularity. Awhadi died in 738/1338 and is buried at
Maraga, where his tomb is still in place (Safa Adabtyat 111/2, p. 834). The dates
554/1159 (Majma‘ al-fosaha’1, p. 249) and 697/1297-98 (Dawlat8ah, loc. cit.) are
evidently wrong.
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