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ATRAVAXS

ATRAVAXS (Mid. Pers adurwaxs), one of the eight Zoroastrian priests (ratu)
necessary for performance of the yasna ritual. As the name indicates, his
primary function was to tend to (lit., “augment,” vaxs-) the sacred fire (atar).
According to Nirangistan 73 he also had to cleanse three sides of the fire altar;
and he made response to the zaotar during the ritual in the same way that, in
more recent times, the raspig has answered to the zod. The station of the
atravaxs$ within the sacrificial area was the southwest corner and facing the
fire. The atravaxs is today reckoned as one of the “invisible” priests, his
functions having been taken over by the raspig.
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