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ASTIAN

ASTIAN, the name both of an administrative subdistrict (dehestan) and its
chef-lieu in the First Province (ostan). It lies on the northeastern side of the
central Zagros mountain massif in a region traditionally known as ‘Eraq
(modern Arak), and the dehestan is one of three making up the district (baks)
of Tarkuran in the subprovince (Sahrastan) of Arak or Soltanabad; the town of
Arak lies to the southwest of Astian. The dehestan comprises twelve villages,
with a total population (1951) of ca. 13,000 which is ethnically Persian and in
faith Shi‘ite. The town of Astian itself (34° 32’ north latitude and 50° east
longitude) has a population of ca. 6,000 (1951); it lies in a fertile agricultural
district, watered by surface streams and qanats, and the whole region is a
celebrated one for carpet-weaving. Its antiquities include a fortress and a
Safavid caravanserai. Astian does not seem to have been mentioned as such by
the medieval geographers, although Hamdallah Mostawfl mentions the district
of Tafres, the hilly district to the north of Astian, and the village of Tarkaran
(Nozhat al-qolub, p. 68, tr. p. 72). Various holy and learned men have stemmed
from Astian.
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