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ASFAND

ASFAND (or Asfand, ASband), a medieval district (kara) of the quarter (rob’) of
Nisapur of Khorasan province. Only a few medieval writers mention this
district. It consisted of many villages (Yaqut gives the number of 83) but had
no city (madina) proper according to Moqaddasi (p. 319), whose remarks on
agriculture also show that Asfand was not one of the richest districts of the
province.

The name of its administrative center (qasaba) was Farhadjerd, located on the
road leading eastward from NiSapur to Marv and Herat. Farhadjerd was the
second large settlement travelers hit after having left NisSapur. Thus, most
probably, it can be identified with Faragerd, ca. 65 km south of Mashad,
reported by 19th-century travelers. Asfand, as a consequence, was the
medieval name of the region the modern center of which is Fariman.
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