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ASAFI HERAVI

ASAFI HERAVI, Asaf b. Na‘im-al-din Ne‘matallah b. ‘Ala-al-din ‘Ali Qohestani, a
minor poet of the Timurid period (d. 923/1517). His father was the vizier of the
Timurid sultan Abd Sa‘id (r. 855-73/1451-69), and his pen-name Asafl was
evidently chosen because Asaf, the name of Solomon’s minister, was a
conventional title of viziers (Tohfa-ye Sami, p. 97; Dawlatsah, ed. Browne, pp.
517-18). His grandfather, ‘Ala’-al-din ‘Alj, had served as a government official
(mosref-e kezana) under Timur. Having lived for a time in Shiraz, he is
sometimes surnamed Sirazl.

A pupil of ‘Abd-al-Rahman Jam1i (Nata'ej al-afkar, p. 36), he enjoyed the favor of
the prince Badi-al-zaman Mirza and also found work in the service of the
sultan Hosayn Bayqara (Rayhanat al-adab 1, p. 49). He had a good memory and
a perceptive mind, but ‘Ali-Sir Nava'i, who knew him personally, found him
opinionated and conceited (Majales al-nafa’es, p. 331). His death took place at
Herat in 923/1517 (the dates 921/1515, given in Habib al-star [Tehran] IV, p. 354
and followed by S. Nafisi, Nazm o natr I, p. 309 is evidently wrong; cf.
chronograms in Habib al-siar, loc. cit., and in al-Darta IX, pt. 1, pp. 8-9).

Asafi has left a matnawi in the sari’ meter (as in Nezami’s Makzan al-asrar)
and gazals amounting to more than 400 pieces and 2,000 verses. His divan has
been edited by H. Arfa‘ (Tehran, 1342 $./1963; for manuscripts see al-Daria,
ibid., and Monzaws1, Noskaha I11, pp. 2209-10).
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