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ASAD B. SAMANKODA

ASAD B. SAMANKODA, (Samankodat in Narsaki), ancestor of the Samanid
dynasty. Samankoda seems to have been a local landowner (dehqan) of the
village of Saman in the district of Balk. Biruni gives a genealogy going back
four generations from Samankoda to the Sasanian Bahram Cabin (Atar al-
baqia, p. 39; Chronology, p. 48); while Gardizi traces the line back to Gayomart,
the first man (ed. Nazim, pp. 19-20; ed. Habibi, p 145). This affiliation of the
Samanids with the Sasanians, whatever its truth, was generally accepted by
contemporaries (as Birunl testifies). Samankoda became a Muslim at the
hands of Asad b. ‘Abdallah Qasr1 (not QoSayri), the Omayyad governor in
Khorasan (106-09/724-27, 117-20/735-38; he was not under al-Ma’mun, pace
Gardizr’s information). Asad was named after this governor. Of his life nothing
is known, but he must have flourished in the late 2nd/8th and early 3rd/9th
centuries. His four sons Nuh, Ahmad, Yahya, and Elyas were appointed deputy
governors in towns of Tokarestan and Transoxania by al-Ma'mun’s governor
of Khorasan, Gassan b. ‘Abbad (202-05/817-20). With them began the growth of
Samanid fortunes in Transoxania.
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