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ARMAGAN

ARMAGAN, a monthly literary magazine founded in Tehran in Bahman, 1298
S./Jan.-Feb., 1919 by Hasan Wahid Dastgerdi. Dastgerdi was a native of Isfahan,
but after taking part in the constitutional movement and spending some time
in exile in the Bakiari country he gave up politics and moved to Tehran, where
he founded two literary societies, the Anjoman-e Adabi-e Iran and the
Anjoman-e Hakim Nezamil. Armagan (Souvenir), as the organ of these
societies, became a forum for the leading poets and men of letters of the day,
and continued to be published regularly at least until the revolution of 1979.
The range of the magazine was very wide, covering not only classical
literature, but also history, social affairs, modern science, technology, and
medicine. Dastgerdl made a special point of encouraging young unknown
writers, though in general the magazine did not depart from the accepted
standards of classical literature. Another popular feature was the publication,
as supplements, of editions of classical texts, including the Kamsa of Nezami,
the collected poems of Jalal-al-din Rami, Baba Taher, Awhadi, and many other
important works. From about 1928 onwards Armagan began a policy of
publishing fiction, for instance, Hosayn Masrur’s Dah nafar qezelbas. After
Dastgerdr’s death in Dey, 1321/Dec.-Jan., 1942-43, the magazine was continued
along the same lines by his eldest son M. Wahidzada (Nasim).
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