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ARA’ WA’L-DIANAT

AL-ARA’ WA’L-DIANAT, doxographical work, famous especially for its
information about non-Islamic religions and Greek philosophy, written by
Hasan b. Musa al-Nawbakt1 (d. between 300/912 and 310/922), the Imamite
theologian who also composed the Ketab feraq al-st‘a. The book was never
finished (cf. Ebn al-Nadim, Fehrest, Tehran®, p. 225) but enjoyed a high
reputation. Half a century after its composition, during the time of the Saheb
b. ‘Abbad (326-85/938-95), it was regarded as the best example of its genre (cf.
Yaqut, Odaba’1l, p. 279.1). Najasi (d. 450/1058) read it under Shaikh al-Mofid (d.
413/1022) and received an ejaza for it (cf. his Ketab al-rejal, Bombay,
1317/1899, p. 46). Ebn Taymiya (d. 728/1328) still used it as a source (see
below). In fact, only Sahrastant’s (d. 548/1153) famous handbook al-Melal wa’l-
nehal seems to have equaled it in scope and size. The book profited from
earlier Mu‘tazilite scholarship. The author refers to Jahez (who quotes
Nazzam, cf. Ebn al-Jawzi, Talbis Eblis, Cairo, n.d., p. 83.19f.) and to the pro-
Shi‘ite Mu'tazilite Hasan b. ‘All al-Basri, known as Abu Sa‘ld al-Hosr1 (or al-
Hazari; cf. Qazi ‘Abd-al-Jabbar, Mogni V, Cairo, 1965, p. 18); he also used Abu
‘Isa al-Warraq’s detailed reports about Iranian religions in his Ketab al-
magqalat or his Ketab eqtesas madaheb al-etnayn. His treatment of Indian
beliefs may have been the first of its kind in Arabic literature, although almost
contemporary with Abu’l-Qasem al-Balkr’s (d. 319/931) statements in his Ketab
oyun al-masa’el wa’l-jawabat (cf. Masadi, Moraj 1, pp. 156f. = ed. Pellat, I, p.
66); he did not follow the fictitious description of the Brahmins given by Ebn
al-Réwandi (Rawandi) (cf. P. Kraus in Riv. Stud. Or. 14, 1934, pp. 341f{.). His
knowledge about Greek philosophers may derive from personal acquaintance
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with such translators as Eshaq b. Honayn (d. 289/910-11), Abu ‘Otman al-
Demasqi, and Tabet Qorra (d. 283/901; cf. Fehrest, p. 225). We are unable to
decide whether he included many reports about Muslim heresies; since there
was much more literature about this topic, only a few fragments of this kind
have been preserved from his book.

No manuscript of the work has yet been found; but there are many quotations
from it. They deal with the following topics. (1) Greek philosophers: on the
“Sophists,” i.e., the Sceptics, and how to deal with them; on Socrates (Ebn al-
Jawzi in Nawbaktr’s Feraq al-St'a, ed. H. Ritter, Istanbul, 1931, pp. 22f.); on the
Stoics (Ebn Abi’l-Hadid, Sarh Nahi al-balaga, ed. Mohammad Abu’l-Fazl
Ebrahim, Cairo, 1338/1958, III, p. 231.14f.); on Greek logic and its criticism by
Muslim theologians (Ebn Taymiya, al-Radd ‘ala ’l-manteqlyin, ed. ‘Abd-al-
Samad Saraf-al-din, Bombay, 1368/1949, p. 337.13f,; the same in Soyuti, Jahd al-
qartha fi tajrid al-nastha, ed. ‘Ali Sam1 al-Nassar, Cairo, 1366/1947, p. 325.21). (2)
Astrolatry (Ebn al-Jawzl in Feraq al-sta, p. 26f.). (3) Christianity (Qaz1 ‘Abd-al-
Jabbar, Sarh al-osil al-kamsa, ed. ‘Abd-al-Karim ‘Otman, Cairo, 1384/1965, p.
291.10f.). (4) Indian religions: on the “Brahmins,” i.e., Hindus, and ascetics (Ebn
al-Jawzi in Feraq, pp. 23f.). (5) Zoroastrianism (Mognt V, p. 71.2f,, tr. in G.
Monnot, Penseurs musulmans et religions iraniennes, Paris, 1974, pp. 247f.; this
is greatly shortened by Ebn al-Jawz1 in Feragq, p. 25, tr. in Monnot, pp. 302f.). (6)
Gnosticism: on the Manicheans, and on the followers of Mazdak, Bardesanes,
Marcion, Mahan, and Meqlas (Mognt V, p. 9.91., tr. Monnot, pp. 151f,; the
discussion of the Manicheans is given in part by Ebn al-Jawz1 in Feragq, p. 23, tr.
Monnot, pp. 301f.). (7) Islamic theology: on Jahm b. Safwan and on the
“anthropomorphism” of HeSam b. al-Hakam, Moqatel b. Solayman, and others
(Ebn al-Jawzi in Feragq, p. 27).
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