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ANIS AL-TALEBIN WA ‘ODDAT AL-SALEKIN, one of the most important
sources extant for the life and dicta of Baha’-al-din Nag$band, eponymous
founder of the NagSbandi Sufi order. The work was written in Persian by one
of his morids, Salah-al-din b. Mobarak Bokar1 and completed in 785/1383. It is
divided into four chapters. The first and shortest discusses in summary
fashion the meanings of the words walt and welaya in their Sufi senses, and
the second, also quite brief, sets forth the selsela of Baha’-al-din and describes
the beginning of his spiritual career, with particular attention to two
successive teachers, Baba Mohammad Sammasi and Amir Kolal. The third and
fourth chapters, which comprise about two-thirds of the whole work, discuss
respectively his teaching activity and preaching in Bukhara and elsewhere in
Transoxania, and his inner states and charismatic feats.

The book exists in two recensions, the second being an abbreviation of the
first, although the fourth chapter of the shorter version contains some
anecdotes lacking in the longer one. Although neither version appears ever to
have been printed, the shorter one appeared in an anonymous Urdu
translation at Lahore in 1328/1910, and in a Turkish translation by Solayman
‘Ezz1in Istanbul in 1328/1910, published under the title Magamat-e Mohammad
Baha*-al-din Nagsband.

The material contained in Anis al-talebin has been used in many later
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biographical compilations on the NagSbandi order, notably ‘Abd-al-Majid Kani,
al-Hada'eq al-wardiya fi haqa’eq ajella’ al-Nagsbandtya, Cairo, 1308/1890. The
fame of the work is amply attested by the numerous manuscript copies of both
versions to be found in the libraries of Europe, Turkey, Afghanistan, Central
Asia, and India (for a partial list see M. Molé, “Nagshbandiyat I: Quelques
traités naqshbandis,” FIZ 6, p. 276, n. 1, and idem, “Autour du Dare Mansour:
Papprentissage mystique de Baha al-Din Naqgshband,” Revue des études
islamiques 27, 1959, p. 38, n. 25).
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