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ANGAJI, HAJ] MIRZA ABU’L-
HASAN

ANGA]JI, HAJ] MIRZA ABU’L-HASAN (1282-1357/1865-1939), a leading mojtahed
of Tabriz, politically active during both the Constitutional Revolution and the
reign of Reza Shah. He was born into a family of religious scholars; his father,
Hajj Mirza Mohammad Aqa Shaikh-al-Sari‘a, was one of the most influential
olama’ of Tabriz. After preliminary studies of feqh and osul under Hajj Mir
Fattah Sarabi and Mirza Mahmud Osull in his native city, Angaji left for Najaf
in 1304/1887. He completed his studies there in four years of intensive work
and gained certificates of ejtehad from Mirza Habiballah Rasti, Fazel Iravani,
and ‘Allama Mamagani. In 1308/1891, he returned to Tabriz where, known as
bala mojtahed, he soon established a reputation not only as a teacher of the
religious sciences but also as an effective preacher, firm and unyielding in his
denunciation of whatever he perceived as an affront to Islam. Initially
prominent among the Tabriz olama’ supporting the constitutional movement,
he later came to regard it as dangerous to Islam and therefore agitated for the
return to Iran of Mohammad-‘All Shah; on 6 Moharram 1330/28 December
1911, he led anti-constitutional demonstrations in Tabriz. Almost twenty years
later, together with Mirza Aqa Sadeq Tabrizi, he played a leading role in the
events that led to the 1347/1928-29 Tabriz uprising against the Pahlavi regime.
After its suppression, Angajl was banished first to Qom and then to Mashad;
about a year later he was permitted to return to Tabriz, where he died on 18
Du’l-qa‘da 1357/9 January 1939. He was widely mourned, particularly in
Azarbaijan. He wrote a number of books, including one on matters of dress
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(IZahat al-eltebas ‘an hokm al-maskiitk men al-lebas) and two commentaries on
treatises by Shaikh Mortaza Ansari. Three of his six sons became religious
scholars after him, and among his celebrated pupils were Shaikh Mohammad
Kiabani, leader of the Azarbaijani revolt of 1338/1920, and Mohammad-'All
Modarres, author of the biographical dictionary, Rayhanat al-adab.
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