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ANBAR

ANBAR or ANBIR, a town of the medieval Islamic province of Glzgan or
Juzjan in northern Afghanistan, probably to be identified with the modern
Sar-e Pol. The variable spelling of the sources (in Yaqut, I, pp. 257, 259, there
are separate entries for each of the two forms) doubtless reflects a
contemporary pronunciation Anbér or Ambér. The modern town of Sar-e Pol
lies upstrearn from the larger town of Sebargan (medieval OSbtrgan or
Soburgan) in 35° 328 north latitude and 66° 438 east longitude at an altitude of
610 m on the middle course of the Ab-e Sefid, the eastern of the two Oxus
affluents draining the region of Guzgan. According to Yaqut, Anbar was one
stage (marhala)south of Soburgan. Sar-e Pol now comes administratively
within the Afghan province of Juzjan; ethnically, it lies in the Uzbek zone of
northern Afghanistan, but with a Tajik admixture increasing as one goes
southwards. In early Islamic times, Anbar was one of the main towns, together
with Sobtirqan, Maymana (or Yahtdiya), Faryab, and Talagan, of what seems
originally to have been an autonomous petty principality, possibly under
rulers of Hephthalite stock. Much fighting took place in this region between
the Omayyad Arab governors and the Hephthalite princes of Bactria during
the first half of the 2nd/8th century, and it was at Anbar that the ‘Alid
pretender Yahya b. Zayd b. Hasan was killed in 125/743 (Tabari, II, p. 1773;
Yaqut, I, p. 259, s.v. Anbir). By the 4th/10th century, Gizgan was under the rule
of the Farighunid family (see Al-e Farigiin), who retained power there till the
annexation of the province by Sultan Mahmud of Gazna early in the 5th/11th
century. The geographers of this period are rather confused about what had
formerly been and what was in their own time the capital of Gizgan. Thus Ebn
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Hawgqal (II, p. 443; tr. II, p. 428) says that Anbar was the winter capital
(qasaba)of the Farighunids, whereas their summer one was higher up in the
mountains in the district of Jorzevan, towards Gir. Somewhat earlier, Ya‘qubi
(p. 287, tr. p. 100) stated that Anbar was the capital of the wolat “governors” of
Guzgan, perhaps referring to the Arab governors who preceded the
Farighunids in power there; other sources (such as Maqdes1 [Moqaddasi], p.
298) mention Yahudiya as the capital. At all events, it was an important and
flourishing town in the 4th/10th century. It was larger than Marv-al-radA?,
according to Estakri and Ebn Hawqal, with extensive vineyards and orchards;
the Hodud al-‘alam(p. 107, par. 23.58, cf. commentary, p. 335) says that it lay at
the foot of a mountain and that it was the emporium (bargah)of BalkA2 and a
resort of merchants, producing for export the famed Guzgani leather. During
the next century, Anbar seems to have been identical with the chief town of
Juzjanan where the philosopher-poet NasAjer-e Kjosrow spent a month in
437/1045-46 drinking wine and living riotously, before experiencing the vision
which transformed his life and made him resolve to go on the pilgrimage to
Mecca (Safar-nama,ed. M. Dabirsiaqi, Tehran, 1335 S./1956, p. 1; cf. pp. 128-29,
mention of Sar-e Pol-e Juzjanan?). Thereafter, Anbar drops out as such from
mention in the historical sources.
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