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AMIRDOVLATʿ AMASIATSʿI

AMIRDOVLATʿAMASIATSʿI (b. Amasya ca. 1420/25; d. Bursa, 1496), Armenian
physician at the Ottoman court and author of Angitats Anpet,an encyclopedic
polyglot in six languages including Persian.

Angitats Anpet is by far Amirdovlatʿ’s most important accomplishment. The
dictionary attests to the vast knowledge of the autor of remedial properties of
plants, animals, and minerals in the preparation of drugs. Amirdovlatʿ shows
greater preference for wild plants as a source of drugs; he recommends the
use of saffron, mandrake, and hashish as pain-relieving and sleep-inducing
drugs. He advocates the use of animal organs as well as minerals, particularly
the common salt, for drug making, and recommends various preparations
with iron for the cure of abdominal and intestinal ailments and anemia, as
well as sulfur ointment for skin diseases.

Amirdovlatʿ’s first known work is The Science of Medicine,which he wrote in
1459 and revised and expanded ten years later into a study known as The
Benefits of Medicine (ed. S. Malkhasiants,Yerevan, 1940). His other works of
note are: Akhrabadin (1459),a detailed description of medicinal drugs and
their effect upon various organs; Alphabetical Dictionary of Diseases (1468), a
brief dictionary of pharmacological terms; and The Symptoms of Patients,a
manual for physicians dealing with symptoms of dying patients and also
providing instructions on minor surgical operations.
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