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AMIR LASKAR

AMIR(-E) LASKAR (pl. omara-ye laskar), military rank equivalent to general
granted during Reza Khan’s rise to power. The titles amir-e laskar and amir-e
tuman coexisted till the latter term was abolished with other Qajar titles in
1304 $./1925 (‘A. Mostawfl, Sarh-e zendagani-e man ya tarik-e ejtemat o edari-e
dawra-ye Qajariya, Tehran, 1343 $., II, p. 650). In 1301 $./1922, an amir-e laskar
was head of security offices (Tarik-e artes-e novin-e Iran, ed. Setad-e Bozorg
Arte$taran, Tehran, 1335 $./1956, p.67); in 1303 S./1924, during Reza Khan’s
campaign in Kazestan against Shaikh Kaz‘al, Nasrallah Khan Ayrom was amir-
e laskar of the south and Ahmad Aqa Khan was amir-e laskar of the west
(Safar-nama-ye Kiuizestan, Tehran, 2535 = 1355 §./1976, index, with
photographs). The following omara-ye laskar attended Reza Shah’s coronation
on 4 Ordibehes$t 1305/25 April 1926: Kodayar Khan, Ahmad Aga Khan,
Nasrallah Khan Ayrom, Jalayer, ‘Ali Aqa Khan Naqdi, Ansari, Kozaf,
Habiballah Mirza Jahanbani, Qasem Khan Wali (‘A. Amir Tahmasp, Tartk-e
$ahansahi-e Alahazrat Reza Sah-e Kabir, Tehran, 2535 = 1355 $./1976, pp.
679f.). Most of these officers were to occupy important functions later on, as
would lower officers who later became amir-e laskar: Mortaza Khan Yazdan-
panah (sartip; ibid., p. 422, photograph, p. 701), Habiballah Khan Saybani
(sartip; ibid., p. 701), Karim Aqa Khan Buazarjomehri (Sarhang; ibid., p. 702;
later mayor of Tehran). Ahmad Aqa Khan (later Ahmadi), then head of
security, became the first sepahbod under Mohammad-Reza Shah Pahlavi. In
Ordibehest 1314 S./April 1935, the title of amir-e laskar was abolished and
replaced first by laskar-bod and later by sar-laskar (Tartk-e artes-e novin, p.
76); according to Mo‘In, (Farhang-e farst 1, p. 357) this change occurred in 1313
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