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AMIN-AL-DAWLA, FARROK
KHAN GAFFARI

AMIN-AL-DAWLA, ABU TALEB FARROK KHAN GAFFARI (1227-88/1812-71), a
high ranking Qajar official. He was the great grandson of Qaz1 Mo‘ezz-al-din
Mohammad Gaffari (governor of Kasan, Natanz, Qom, and JowS$aqan,
1162-93/1749-79) and cousin of Abw’l-Hasan Mostawfl and Abu’l-Hasan Sani*-
al-molk, the celebrated painters (Naraqi and Gaffari, Kanadan, pp. 12, 13, 70,
71). As a boy he was sent to Tehran to attend the court of Fath-‘All Shah (r.
1212-50/1797-1834), where he became private page of the shah (piskedmat-e
kassa; Sarabi, Makzan al-waqaye’, intro., p. 4). In the summer of 1249/1833 at
the command of the prince ‘Abbas Mirza, he joined the forces of Mohammad
Mirza (the future Mohammad Shah) who was besieging Herat (Esfahanian,
Majmiu‘a-ye asnad 1, p. 1). In 1252/1836 he was sent by Mohammad Shah to
Mazandaran where he ably prevented a local rebellion. The following year he
was sent to Isfahan and in 1255/1839 to Gilan to handle similar situations (M.
H. Etemad-al-saltana, Montazam-e Nasert 111, pp. 166, 169, 170, 174). He was
present at the siege of Herat in 1254/1838 and was ordered by Mohammad
Shah to prepare a report on the conduct of the Persian army (Lesan-al-molk
Sepehr, Nasek al-tawarik 11, pp. 315, 317, 318, 320). In 1267/1850 Mirza Taql
Khan (the future Amir Kabir) charged him to collect the taxes of all the
provinces and in 1270/1854 he became private treasurer to Naser-al-din Shah
(Majmu‘a-ye asnad 1, pp. 6, 7). In Ramazan, 1272/May, 1856, he received the
title of Amin-al-molk (ibid., I, p. 9). In 1272/1855-56 when Iran was besieging
Herat for the third time and in conflict with England, the shah sent him as
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ambassador (il¢t-e kabir) to the court of Napoleon III; he was also given the
mission to converse privately with the Ottoman sultan and contact the French
and British ambassadors in Constantinople in order to prepare a peace treaty
with the English (Majmii‘a-ye asnad 1, pp. 11-42). He remained for over two
years in Europe, and at the insistence of the shah and Mirza Aqa Khan Nurij,
the grand vizier, he signed the treaty of Paris on 7 Rajab 1273/3, March 1857
(Makzan al-waqaye’, intro., pp. 17, 25; Majmii‘a-ye asnad 1, pp. 209, 211, II, pp.
100, 182), thus ending the war by an Iranian retreat from Herat. During his
mission to Europe, which included Mirza Malkom Khan as counselor
(Majmui‘a-ye asnad 1, pp. 55, 59, 60, 64, 66, 89, 134-35, 240, 275, 325-61, 332; II,
pp- 175-76), he signed friendship treaties with several European states. He was
also responsible for the establishment of the first diplomatic relations with the
United States, in Rab1' II, 1273/December, 1856. Much impressed by the
political, social, and technical progress of the European countries, Farrok
Khan joined the French freemasonry of Grand Orient (Thieury, France, pp. 35,
40; Makzan al-waqaye’, intro., pp. 22, 47). Arriving at Constantinople on his
return journey to Iran, he was delayed by the intrigues of Mirza Aqa Khan
Nur1 who (partially influenced by Malkom Khan, who had left earlier for Iran)
feared that the successful ambassadorial mission might make Farrok Khan a
dangerous rival to himself for the office of grand vizier (Makzan al-waqaye/
pp. 426-27; Majmii‘a-ye asnad 111, pp. 3, 6, 106, 354, 362, 365; Bakhash, Iran, p.
7). Finally Farrok Khan reached Tehran (in 1275/1858) having accomplished a
protracted and unprecedented mission of diplomatic negotiations with
European statesmen; the shah commanded that a special welcoming ceremony
be held (Mer'at-al-boldan 11, p. 233). Farrok Khan charged one of his
secretaries, Hosayn Sarabi, to write the diary of the travels; the first of the two
volumes is a narrative of the mission while the second describes the
administrative and legislative organizations of European countries. Naser-al-
din Shah and Mirza Aqa Khan were so alarmed by the liberal models
described by Farrok Khan that the publication of the book was banned
(Makzan al-waqaye’, intro., p. 26; Bakhash, Iran, p. 31). The first volume was
only published in 1344 §./1965. In Jomada I, 1275/December, 1858, Farrok
Khan became Minister in Presence (wazir-e hozur), bearer of the shah’s
private seal, and the head of the Imperial servants (Mer'at 11, p. 235).
Convinced of the necessity of progress for his country, he persuaded the shah
to have a group of students (forty-two in number) sent to Europe for training
in technical and scientific fields under the guardianship of the well-known
Iranist Alexandre Chodzko (ibid., II, p. 235; Thieury, France, pp. 30-38;
Mahbub1 Ardakani, Tartk-e mo’assasat 1, pp. 320f.). In Ramazan, 1275/April,
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1859, Farrok Khan received the title of Amin-al-dawla and became minister of
the interior (Mer’at 11, p. 240). He presented to the shah a booklet in his own
name (probably written by Malkom Khan) on suggested reforms for the
improvement of the administration and the army and for the establishment of
a parliament (majles-e tanzimat) and a cabinet (majles-e wozara’; Majmiui ‘a-ye
asnad, pp. 330-50). He was also appointed as the tutor of the eldest son of the
shah, Mas‘tid Mirza (the future Zell-al-soltan). In 1276/1859 he became member
of the council of the state (majles-e Sura-ye dawlati). Sir Henry Rawlinson, the
British minister in Tehran (1859-60) found him “the most influential man”
(Mahmud, Tartk I1, pp. 60f.; Makzan al-waqaye/, intro., p. 24). A. Gobineau, the
French minister called him “a very clever statesman.” Amin-al-dawla carried
out significant negotiations concerning Bahrain with the new British minister
Charles Alison (1860-72) and the legation’s secretary E. B. Eastwick, who
praised him (Mahmud, Tartk II, pp. 579, 589). In 1282/1866 he was considered
by the shah as a candidate for grand vizier (E‘temad-al-saltana, Kalsa, p. 58),
but finally the king appointed Mohammad Khan Sepahsalar. In May, 1866, he
was once more Minister in Presence and governor of the provinces of Isfahan,
Fars, the regions of central Iran and in charge of the customs administration
(Mer‘at 11, p. 59). In the early spring of 1283/1867 he became minister of the
court (Naser-al-din Shah, Safar-nama, p. 13; Mer’at 111, p. 68). He died on 18
Safar 1288/5 May, 1871 from a heart attack and was buried at the shrine of
Hazrat-e Ma‘'siima in Qom. He built many caravansarais, bazaars, houses, and
mosques in Tehran, Kasan, and elsewhere (E‘temad-al-saltana, Ma'ater, p. 87;
Naraqi, Atar-e tartkl); among them his timca in Kasan is a splendid example of
Persian architecture (Zarrabi, Tarik, p. 624; Dieulafoy, Perse, pp. 196, 197). At
his death his brother Hasem Khan received the title Amin-al-dawla. Among
Farrok Khan’s sons were two prominent persons, Mohammad Ebrahim Gaffari
Mo‘awen-al-dawla (1860-1918) and Mahdi Gaffarl Qa’em-maqgam (1865-1917).
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