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ALTUNTAS

ALTUNTAS (ALTUNTAS) HAJEB, ABU SAID, Turkish slave commander of the
Ghaznavid sultans and governor in Kvarazm (408-23/1017-32). He began his
career under Sebuktigin, founder of the Ghaznavid dynasty, and under his son
Mahmud was a leading general. He commanded the right wing of the forces in
the battle near Balk in 398/1008 between Mahmiud and the invading
Qarakhanids under the ilig Nasr b. ‘All. In 401/1010-11, he is mentioned as
governor of Herat. In 408/1017 he accompanied Mahmud when the latter
invaded Kvarazm ostensibly to avenge his brother-in-law, the Kvarazmsah
Ma’'mian b. Ma’'mun, but in reality to annex Kvarazm to his empire. Once
Kvarazm was secured for the Ghaznavids, Altunta$ was appointed governor
with the ancient title of Kvarazmsah. During his fifteen years’ governorship, he
always remained faithful to the sultan and defended the frontiers of his
province against incursions by the Oguz and Qipcaq from the steppes; in
particular, he kept a close control of the Oguz bands under the leadership of
the Saljuq family. He also took part in Mahmiud’s campaign against the
Qarakhanid ruler in Bokhara and Samarqand, ‘Al b. Hasan or Hariun Bogra
Khan, called ‘Alitigin. Thus he was present at the meeting of Mahmad and his
ally Yusof Qadir Khan of Kasgar in 416/1025. The isolated position of Kvarazm,
and the fact that Altunta$ was able to build up his military strength by
recruiting Turkmen auxiliaries from the steppes, made him an object of
suspicion to Mahmud latterly and especially to his son Mas‘ud after 421/1030;
Altuntas seems always to have prudently remained in Kvarazm and never to
have gone to the court in Gazna.
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Mas‘ad continued his father’s policy of hostility towards ‘Alitigin, and in
423/1032 again allied with Yasof Qadir Khan and his sons against their
kinsman but rival, ‘Alitigin. In that year, the sultan ordered Altunta$ to invade
Transoxania, and an indecisive battle took place at Dabusiya near Bokhara, in
which, however, Altunta$ was mortally wounded; fortunately his katkoda or
adjutant, Ahmad Sirazi (who subsequently became Mastd’s vizier), managed
to conceal his master’s wounded condition and conclude a peace with ‘Alitigin
before Altuntas died.

Altunta$’s son Harun succeeded him in Kvarazm as de facto governor,
although the suspicious Mas‘id recognized him only as kalifat-al-dar
(lieutenant) of his son Sa‘id, who was given the official title of Kvarazms3ah.
Within two years Harun rebelled openly against the sultan, in alliance with
‘Alitigin and the Saljuqs (425/1034); but a year later Mas‘id managed to
procure Harun’s assassination by his own guards. Altunta$’s other son Esma‘l
Kandan succeeded to power in Kvarazm, inevitably as the sworn enemy of
Mas‘td and the ally of the Saljugs. Mas‘tud cleverly dealt with this threat by
investing Sah-Malek of Jand, son of the Oguz yabgii but the enemy of the Saljuq
family, with the rule over Kvarazm (420/1038). Sah-Malek successfully
enforced his new claim to Kvarazm in 432/1041. Esma‘ll had to flee to the
Saljugs and is no more heard of; and Sah -Malek was proclaimed ruler in the
Khwarazmian capital of Gorganj. Yet by this time Sultan Masid was already
dead, and the whole edifice of Ghaznavid rule in the west had crumbled. With
the ousting of Esma‘l, the short-lived dynasty of Altunta$ and his sons came to
an end; the title Kvarazms$ah lapsed for several decades and was not revived
until the Saljuq Maleksah gave it to his Turkish slave governor Anustigin
Garcal.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

The primary sources comprise scattered mentions in the Ghaznavid historians
‘Otbi, Gardizl, and Bayhaqi, plus mentions in Ebn al-Atir and an anecdote in
Nezam-al-molk’s Stasat-nama. These are used in the secondary sources: E.
Sachau, “Zur Geschichte und Chronologie von Khwarazm,” in Sh. Ak. Wiss.




Vol. I, Fasc. 9, pp. 914-915 @
)

Wien, Phil.-Hist. Cl., 74, 1874, pp. 201-12.
Barthold, Turkestan®, pp. 278-79, 282, 296-302.

M. Nazim, The Life and Times of Sultan Mahmud of Ghazna, Cambridge, 1931,
pp. 54, 56-60.

S. M. Siddiq, “The house of Altuntash Khwarazmsah,” IC 8, 1934, pp. 313-21,
631-42; 9, 1934, pp. 68-79, 234-43 (translates the relevant passages of Bayhaqi).

I. Kafesoglu, Harezmsahlar devleti tarihi (485-617/1092-1229), Ankara, 1956, pp.
33-36.

Bosworth, Ghaznavids, pp. 47, 60-61, 77.

Idem in Camb. Hist. Iran V, pp. 51-52.




