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ALQAS MIRZA

ALQAS (ALQASB, ALQAS) MIRZA SAFAWI, second of Shah Esma‘il’s four
surviving sons (b. 10 Safar 922/15 March 1516, d. 21 Rab1 I 957/9 April 1550)
and leader of a revolt. Sam Mirza was probably his uterine brother, while
Shah Tahmas b and Bahram Mirza were brothers by another mother (Navidi,
Takmela, s.a. 922, f. 251a; Gaffari, Jahanara, p. 300; on the forms and origin of
the name see Walsh, “Revolt,” p. 66). At age twelve Alqas began his military
career at the battle of Jam (Dickson, Shah Tahmasb, p. 135). In 939/1532-33 he
received the governorship of Astarabad with Badr Khan Ostajlu as lala
(regent). Over the next two years he accompanied Shah Tahmasb, then
embroiled in a civil war, to Herat; in 941/1534-35 he was sent to lead Safavid
advance forces against the Ottoman invasion of Azarbaijan and Iraq. By
944/1537-38 Tahmasb was able to quell both Qizilbas factionalism and the
revolt of Sam Mirza, whom the Ottoman Sultan Solayman had recognized as a
client on the urging of the Qizilbas renegade Gazi Khan Takala (Gaffari,
Jahanara, pp. 287-88, 290; Hasan Ramla, pp. 244-45; Bedlis, Saraf-nama 11, p.
194, where Alqgas is cited as governor of Sirvan rather than Astarabad;
Dickson, Shah Tahmasb, pp. 238-39, 282-84). In Sawwal, 944/March, 1538
Tahmasb sent Alqas with Badr Khan Ostajli against the rebel Sirvansah and
six months later appointed him governor of Sirvan, where he remained for the
next eight years (Gaffari, Jahanara, p. 293; Hasan Ramla, pp. 286, 290).

The origins of Alqas’ revolt in early 953/ 1546 remain obscure. Qazi Ahmad
(Kolasat al-tawartk, fol. 145a-b) states that Algas had killed a certain Begoglt
Ostajla, whom Tahmasb had given permission to marry Algas’ mother.
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According to Ma’'mun Beg (Memoirs, fols. 12b-13a) Alqas’ disaffection was
fostered by followers of the renegade Gazi Khan Takal, who had returned to
Safavid service and whom Alqgas had killed on Tahmasb’s orders in
950/1543-44. In Rab1' I-Rab1' II, 953/May-June, 1546 Algas sent his mother and
his eldest son, Soltan Ahmad, to Tahmasb at Sahand to ask forgiveness and
express loyalty. Tahmasb sent them back with an escort of prominent amirs
who swore Algas to obedience and transmitted orders to attack the Circassians
in the coming Georgian campaign (Gaffari, Jahanara, p. 296; Tadkera-ye Sah
Tahmasb, p. 612; Hasan Rumla, pp. 314-15; Saraf-nama 11, p. 198; Kolasat al-
tawarik, fols. 144b-46a). Defeated by the Circassians, Algas was appointed to
hold Darband. There he openly revolted by minting coins and having the kotba
read in his own name. Tahmasb abandoned his winter campaign in Georgia
and crossed into Sirvan; Algas fled Darband, leaving his household in its
fortress. By early spring 954/1547 Tahmasb had taken Darband; Alqgas, his
forces decimated, fled to the Crimea with forty or sixty followers. Tahmasb
restored order in Sirvan and returned to Tabriz, where he purged the Qizilbas
of pro-Alqas elements. Now (RabI’ I-Rab1' II, 954) in Ottoman territory, Alqas
went by sea to Istanbul (Jahanara, pp. 296-97; Tadkera, pp. 612-13; Hasan
Ramla, pp. 316-26; §araf—nama I1, p. 198; Kolasat al-tawarik, fols. 148b-150a;
Walsh, “Revolt,” pp. 67-68, 70-71, where the fall of Darband is dated to early
Safar, 954, before the surrender of Golestan). From there he wrote to the
Ottoman Sultan Solayman, explaining his grievances and declaring his desire
to return to Iran as an Ottoman client (Nava’l, Sah Tahmasb Safawi, pp. 170-72).
Solayman hurried from Edirne to meet Alqas, who promised strong Qizilbas
support for his claims and may have converted to Sunnism (Lotfl Pasa,
Tawarik, p. 435; Ramazanzada, Tartk-eNesanjt, p. 240; ‘Ali, Konh al-akbar, fols.
66b-67b; Tarik-ePecevi 1, p. 277; Tadkera, p. 614).

A campaign was quickly mounted and Alqas was sent to the eastern border
under the supervision of Ulama Pasa Takald, a former Qizilbas and newly-
appointed beylerbeyi of Erzerum. Solayman’s army joined them at Koy, and on
20 Jomada I 955/27 July 1548 the Ottomans occupied Tabriz, which Tahmasb
had abandoned after destroying all food and water supplies. The defections
promised by Algas did not materialize and his veracity and responsibility
were questioned. Four days later, plagued by supply problems and freakish
weather, the Ottomans withdrew to Van (Lotfl Pasa, Tawaritk, pp. 435-38; ‘Alj,
Konh, fols. 67b-69a; Jahanara, p.297; Tadkera, p. 614; Hasan Rumla, pp. 328-29;
Kolasat al-tawarik, fols. 150a-52b; Kirzioglu, Osmanliar’in, pp. 182-88). In late
September Solayman camped in Diar Bakr, where the grand vizier, Rostam
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Pasa, upbraided Alqgas for his misleading promises. Alqas blamed the perfidy
of his Qizilbas allies and asked to lead an attack on ‘Eraqg-e ‘Ajam. Solayman
granted Algas funds, six hundred troops sent from Baghdad, and authority to
raise levies. Though Safavid historians describe the expedition as a raid,
Ottoman sources suggest that its aim was to establish a permanent base of
operations within Safavid territory while Tahmasb’s main force was occupied
in Azarbaijan. Solayman also wished to capitalize on the renegade’s tenuous
allegiance while minimizing official involvement (Ma'mun Beg, Memoirs, fols.
14b-17a; Nava'i, Sah Tahmasb, pp. 184-87; ‘Ali, Konh, fols. 70a-70b). In early
October, 1548, Alqas crossed from Kerkik into Iran via Qasr-e Sirin and
Dartang with about eight thousand tribal levies. At Hamadan he captured the
household and son of his brother Bahram Mirza (3 Sawwal 955/5 November
1548). He next plundered Qom and Kasan and unsuccessfully attacked Isfahan,
where Tahmasb had lodged his own household. The shah, now camped in U¢
Kelisa, sent Bahram Mirza after Alqas, who persuaded his now mutinous
troops to move to Fars and from there to Kuzestan. Having failed to take
Sustar and harassed by local Qizilbas, Algas’ forces retreated from Dezfil into
Ottoman territory (after 19 Du’l-hejja 955/19 January 1549) and dispersed
(Memoirs, fols. 17b-19a, where Algas’ itinerary is detailed; Jahanara, pp.
298-99; Kolasat al-tawarik, fols, 154b-56a; Nava’1, Sah Tahmasb, pp- 184-87).

Solayman, now wintering in Aleppo, was informed of Alqgas’ failure and
unexpected return; Algas camped at Mandall to assess his options (ca.
Moharram, 956/February, 1549). Here Algas simultaneously opened
negotiations with Tahmasb for reinstatement to Sirvan and sent to Solayman
his wakil Sayyed ‘Azizallah Sirvani and the royal treasures captured in Iran
(Memoirs, fols. 20b-21a; Nava'i, Sah Tahmasb, p. 187; Tadkera, p. 628; Lotfl
Pasa, Tawartk, p. 422; ‘Ali, Konh, fol. 70b). Barred from entering Baghdad by
the city’s commandant, the second vizier Mehmed Pasa, Algas embarked on a
pilgrimage to Kazemayn, Najaf, and Karbala. The story that he here reverted
to Shiism reflects Ottoman awareness of his duplicity (Memoirs, fols. 21a-21b;
Tartk-ePecevi Lp. 277; Kolasat al-tawarik, fol. 158a). In early spring Alqgas fled
to Sahrazir, where the Kurdish Ottoman vassal Biga Ardalan refused him
refuge. Tahmasb left his Qazvin geslaq and approached Sahrazir; negotiations
with Alqgas resulted in the return of Bahram’s son Badi-al-zaman Mirza.
Shortly thereafter Solayman moved to Diar Bakr, where at Rostam Pasa’s
urging he finally broke with Algas and dispatched troops to the Sahrazr area.
Attacked by Mehmed Pasa’s forces (17 Saban/10 September) and pursued by
Qizilbas under Bahram Mirza, Algas took shelter at Marivan (Mehrian) with
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Sorkab (Sohrab) Ardalan, brother and rival of Biga. Alqas became a central
figure in the Ottoman-Safavid struggle for control of Kurdistan (Memoirs, fols.
22a-26a; Lotfl Pasa, Tawaritk, p. 443; Tarik-e Pecevi 1, p. 282; Kolasat al-tawarik,
fol. 158a-b; Tadkera, p. 630; Saraf-nama 1I, pp. 201-02; Hasan Ramla, pp.
339-40; Faridin Ahmed, Monsa’'at 1, pp. 605-06. PeCevl’s statement that
Solayman’s disavowal of Algas resulted from the latter’s refusal to obey a
summons to court is simplistic and probably inaccurate; the other sources
mention no specific summons, but cite Ottoman distrust and anti-Alqgas
intrigue at court, particularly on the part of Rostam Pasa. Qazi Ahmad states
that Alqgas refused to deliver Badi-al-zaman Mirza and other prisoners to
Solayman).

Bahram Mirza surrounded Marivan and demanded Alqgas’ surrender. Sorkab,
anxious for Safavid favor, suggested Algas’ brother-in-law, Shah Ne‘'matallah
Yazdi, as intermediary. On 9 Ramazan 956/1 October 1549 Alqas surrendered
himself and twenty-one retainers to Bahram Mirza, and the next day was
taken to Tahmasb’s court (Memoirs, fol. 26a; Tadkera, p. 630; Jahanara, p. 299;
§araf-nama IT, p. 202; Kolasat al-tawartk, fol. 158a; Hasan Ramla, pp. 339-40;
Walsh, “Revolt,” p. 73, where the negotiations and surrender are dated
precisely). Tahmasb says that after several interviews he perceived that “Algas
does not trust me and is constantly calculating” (Tadkera, p. 631). Bound by his
oath to Alqas, Tahmasb had his sister Soltanem hand Algas over to Hasan Beg
Yuzbast and Ebrahim Khan Du’l-Qadr, who delivered him to the prison of
Qahgaha (Memoirs, fols. 26b-27b; Tadkera, p. 631; Jahanara, p. 299; Kolasat al-
tawarik, fol. 158b; while most sources state that Algas remained two days at
court, Tahmasb says “cand riz”’and Ma'mun Beg dates his departure for
Qahgaha to the night of Bahram Mirza’s death, 19 Ramazan/11 October). Algas’
sons, Soltan Ahmad and Farrok, were incarcerated with him (Tarbiat,
Danesmandan, p. 173). Six months later (21 Rab1' I 957/9 April 1550) Alqas was
thrown from the ramparts of Qahqaha, perhaps with Tahmasb’s connivance,
by several people “whose fathers he had killed” (Tadkera, p. 631 ; Navidi,
Takmelat al-akbar, s.a. 956; Kolasat al-tawartk, ms. Bayani, fol. 205b: Jahanara,
p- 300; §araf—ndma IL, p. 202; Memoirs, fol. 27b, where Alqas’ Kkiller is identified
as Begogli Hasan Beg, who is probably identical with Hasan Beg YuzbasI.
Alqgas’ abortive rebellion demonstrated the success of Tahmasb’s
centralization policies; the Ottomans made no further attempts to solve their
Safavid problem by subversion.

Sadeq Beg AfSar quotes a “famous roba7’by Alqas and describes him as being
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“of poetic temperament” (Majma’,pp. 22-23). His interest in the visual arts is
attested by two illuminated manuscripts probably completed for him in Sirvan
(F. E. Karatay, Topkapi Sarayi Miizesi Kiitliphanesi Farsca Yazmalar Katalogu,
Istanbul, 1961, pp. 197-98; B. W. Robinson, A Descriptive Catalogue of the
Persian Paintings in the Bodleian Library, Oxford, 1958, p. 87; Z. V. Togan, On
the Miniatures in Istanbul Libraries, Istanbul, 1963, p. 35). Algas’ major cultural
legacy went to the Ottomans; his tributary gift of royal Safavid treasures
remained in Topkapi palace and provided models for the palace artisans.
Alqas also left in Istanbul his nesanjt, Fathallah ‘Aref Celebi, whom Solayman
appointed to be the first Ottoman Sah-nama-giy. ‘Aref was succeeded in this
post by Algas’ court poet and librarian, Aflattn Sirvani. The literary and
artistic Sah-nama-guy tradition, established by Alqas’ retainers, reached its
height in the late 10th/16th century with the Honar-nama of Sayyed Logman
Ormavi (Konhal-akbar, fols. 169b, 190b-91b, 419b-22a; ‘Aseq Celebi, Masa‘er al-
soara’, ed. G. M. Meredith-Owens, GMS N.S. 24, London, 1971, fols. 165a-66b; cf.
‘Asem, “‘Osmanli tarih-niivisleri ve miverrihleri: Sehnamejiler,” Tarth-e
‘Osmanli Enjiimeni Mejmui‘asi 7, 1 Nisan 1327/1909, Istanbul, 1329/1911, pp.
425-35, and Babinger, Die Geschichtsschreiber der Osmanen und ihre Werke,
Leipzig, 1927, pp. 87-88, 163-67).
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