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ALLAHO AKBAR, KUH-E

ALLAHO AKBAR, KUH-E, a mountain range that forms part of the northern
rim of the Khorasan trench in northeastern Iran, to the north of the city of
Qucan. The massif is almost 100 km long and rises to a height of over 3,000 m.
It links Kopet-Dag (Qobba Dag) in the northwest with Hazar Masjed in the
southeast and is regarded by some authorities as part of the Kopet-Dag range.
It consists largely of cretaceous limestones and was formed in the Tertiary
period as a result of alpine orogenesis. Like the Ala Dag massif, the Allaho
Akbar mountains belong to the northeastern frontier of Iran, which is subject
to frequent earthquakes. The danger of earthquakes is heightened in these
regions by the fact that the Allaho Akbar mountains, according to Scharlau
(1963), form the junction of the Alborz and Caucasus ranges. Climatically and
botanically the area belongs to the steppe region characterized by juniper.
Though the woods have for the most part been devastated by human
exploitation, the mountain pastures are still used for summer grazing. Along
the boundary between Kopet-Dag and the Allaho Akbar mountains runs the
traditional, easily traversed route between Khorasan and Central Asia (the
road from Qucan to Ashkhabad).
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