‘ALI B. HARB
Article by Clifford Edmund Bosworth

Encyclopaedia Iranica

Published: December 15, 1985
Last Updated: October 5, 2017

‘ALI B. HARB

‘ALI B. HARB (or ‘Ali b. ‘Otman b. Harb), ephemeral Saffarid amir of the so-
called “third Saffarid dynasty” (described in the sources as the “moliik of
Nimruz”); reigned briefly and died in 622/1225. In the early 7th/13th century,
Sistan, along with all the eastern Islamic lands, seems to have fallen into
disorder with the irruption of the Mongols in 614/1217 and after. An additional
factor making for instability was the activity of the Isma’ilis of Quhestan, the
district of Khorasan immediately to the north of Sistan; their emissaries in
618/1221 assassinated the Saffarid Amir Yamin-al-dawla Bahramsah. His son
Nosrat-al-din was killed by the Mongols, and soon afterwards the aid of the
forces of the Qutlug Khan ruler of Kerman, Boraq (Baraq) Hajeb, was called in
to support a claimant to the throne. The ruler Sehab-al-din Mahmud b. Harb
(b. ‘Otman b. Harb?) was killed in 622/1225, and his brother ‘Ali, called Zahed
(“the ascetic”), took over the reign. He died in the same year, and a member of
the Khwarazmian ruling family, Taj-al-din Inaltigin, assumed de facto power.
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