‘ALI B. AHMAD BALKI
Article by David Pingree

Encyclopaedia Iranica

Published: December 15, 1985
Last Updated: July 10, 2018

‘ALI B. AHMAD BALKI

‘ALI B. AHMAD BALKI, ABU’L-QASEM NUR-AL-DIN, post-3rd/9th century
astronomer. Like his more famous fellow townsman, he was known as Abu
Ma‘Sar (Brockelmann, 1938, 298). He wrote a Ketab al-madkal fi ‘elm al-ahkam
al-falaktya (“Book of the introduction to the science of astrological judgments”)
in seventy-three chapters (Krause, 1936, 450), and a Ketab al-madkal fi ‘elm al-
nojum (“Book of the introduction to the science of the stars”) in sixty chapters
(Krause, 1936, 514); there is said to be a Persian translation of the latter. He
also composed a Ketab al-tamad ft bayan anna al-samawat be gayr ‘amad
(“Book of the dregs [?] in explanation of the fact that the heavens are without
supports”).
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