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ALEXANDER, PRINCE

ALEXANDER, PRINCE (known in Persian as ESKANDAR MĪRZĀ), pro-Persian
member of the royal family of Georgia (b. 1770, d. after 1830). Following the
death of his father, Heraclius (Irakliĭ) II, king of Georgia (1798), Alexander,
suspecting that the Russian presence in his country would lead to eventual
annexation, was lured by Fatḥ-ʿAlī Shah Qāǰār into leaving Tiflis and joining
the pro-Persian forces under ʿOmar Khan of the Avars in Dāḡestān (1799).
During the next two years Alexander and his Persian allies invaded Kakhetia
but were defeated. He then fled to the mountains of Qarābāḡ and finally
Dāḡestān (1800), where loyal tribesmen sheltered him for three years. In spite
of a thorough Russian search, Alexander managed to safely reach Persia,
where the shah gave him a pension and some villages in the Armenian-
populated district of Salmās in Azarbaijan. In 1819, with the help of ʿAbbās
Mīrzā, the heir apparent, and the Armenian Catholicos Efrem, Alexander
married the daughter of Melik Sahak Aqamal, the secular chief of the
Armenians of Erevan. Both Alexander and the Persians hoped that the alliance
would secure Armenian aid against the Russians. From then until the signing
of the Treaty of Torkamāṇčāy (1828), Alexander and his loyal followers
engaged in inciting rebellions against the Russians in the various Georgian
provinces; but following the Second Russo-Persian War (1826-28)
Transcaucasia was forever lost to stronger Tsarist forces. Alexander’s own fate
is obscure.

 

ALEXANDER, PRINCE
Article by George A. Bournoutian

Published: December 15, 1985
Last Updated: July 3, 2018



ALEXANDER, PRINCE|George A. Bournoutian

2

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Archives of the Catholicosate (now integrated in the Archives of the
Matenadaran, Erevan, Armenian SSR), Persian mss. 680, 682, fol. 1e (Group
29).

W. E. D. Allen, A History of the Georgian People, New York, 1932, pp. 214-18.

Z. Avalov (Avalishvili) Prisoedinenie Gruzii k Rossii, St. Petersburg, 1906, pp.
130-40.

J. F. Baddeley, The Russian Conquest of the Caucasus, London, 1908, pp. 60-62.

L. Brosset, Histoire de la Georgie, St. Petersburg, 1849-57, II, pp. 250-70.

ʿAbd-al-Razzāq Donbolī, Maʾāṯer al-solṭānīya, Tabrīz, 1241/1826, pp. 21-30.

A. Eritsiants, Amenayn hayots katoghi-kosutiune ev Kovkasi hayk XIX darum I,
Tiflis, 1894, pp. 10-19.

Z. T. Grigorian, Prisoedinenie Vostochnoĭ Armenii k Rossii v nachale XIX veka,
Moscow, 1959, pp. 5-11.

R. Hedāyat, Raważat al-ṣafā IX, Tehran, 1339 Š./1960, pp. 388-90.

J. C. Hurewitz, Diplomacy in the Near and Middle East, A Documentary Record,
1535-1914 I, Princeton, 1956, pp. 84-86, 96-102.

Kavkazskaya Arkheograficheskaya Kommissiya, Akty sobrannye Kavkazskoyu
Arkheograficheskoyu Kommissieyu, Tiflis, 1866-1904, VI, pp. 525-26; VII, pp.
394-96.

Kavkazskiĭ kalendar’, Tiflis, 1846-1916.

D. M. Lang, The Last Years of the Georgian Monarchy, 1765-1832, New York,
1967.

W. Monteith, Kars and Erzeroum: With the Campaigns of Prince Paskevitch,
1828-1829, London, 1856, pp. 72-78.

V. Potto, Kavkazskaya voĭna v otdel’nykh ocherkakh, epizodakh, legendakh, i



Vol. I, Fasc. 8, p. 826

3

biografiyakh, St. Petersburg and Tiflis, 1885-88, III, pp. 343-520.

Lesān-al-molk Sepehr, Nāseḵ al-tawārīḵ: Qāǰārīya I, Tehran, 1343 Š./1964, pp.
119-24.


