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‘ALAWAYH

‘ALAWAYH (or in Tabari, III, p. 1149) AL-A'SAR (“the Left-handed”), ABU’L-
HASAN ‘ALI B. ‘ABDALLAH B. SAYF, a noted singer at the ‘Abbasid court under
Harun al-Ra$id and his successors, ca. 184-230/800-54. His grandfather, a
captive from Sogd, had been an Omayyad freedman (mawla). ‘Alawayh was a
pupil of Ebrahim al-Mawsell and is often mentioned with the latter’s son,
Eshaq, and with Mokareq, another singer of the time. ‘Alawayh favored the
innovating “romanticist” school of Ebrahim b. al-Mahdi, and perhaps we are to
see in his introduction of Persian elements into the old Arabic music some
indication of national preference. But by the next century, according to the
Agant, the traditionalist views of Eshaq b. Ebrahim Mawseli held the field.
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