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ALAK-DOLAK

ALAK-DOLAK, the game of tipcat, played for centuries in Iran, Afghanistan,
and surrounding countries. Many variations are known; basically, a bat
(dolak) is used to strike a wooden peg (alak), which fielders recover and then
throw at the dolak placed on the ground. ‘A. A. Hekmat suggests that the great
variety of local names is one indication of the game’s antiquity; these include
Calok-mosta (Shiraz), pel-Coftak, pel o ¢ofta (Isfahan), ¢afta-bazt (Kerman), arca-
kolaf (Mazandaran), ala-cu (Borujerd and Hamadan), la-conba (Mashad), gal-
cub (N1Sabur), patimar-bazi (Gilan), alak-bazt (Birjand), ali-kan (Sanandaj), pil-
dasta (Tabriz), ami-bt (Behbahan), halakiita (Semnan), ala-conbes (Qazvin),
alkan-ciicakan (Kabul), gal-conba (Herat), cili, calak, and cila-bazt (Tashkent,
Bokhara, Samarkand). Rami refers to it in his divan as caltk (Dehkoda, s.v.).
Other synonyms found in the classical dictionaries include lav, lava, guk-cub,
and, in Arabic, qalt and qola.
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