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‘ALA’-AL-MOLK

‘ALA’-AL-MOLK, MIRZA MAHMUD KHAN DIBA, son of Mirza ‘All Asgar
Mostawfl, governor and minister in the later Qajar period
(1258-1344/1842-1925). Born into a family of powerful ‘olama’, the Tabatabal
sayyeds of Tabriz, he went to Tiflis after ten years of elementary and
traditional studies in Iran. Upon his return to Tabriz, he entered the provincial
administration and served there for two years. After government positions in
Tehran, Tiflis, and again in Tabriz, he entered the foreign ministry and was
sent to London for six months. In 1290/1873 he went to Astrakhan to prepare
for Naser-al-din Shah’s arrival on his way to Europe; after proceeding to
Moscow in the shah’s entourage, he was entrusted with the task of arranging
the return of the royal harem to Iran. Four years later, in 1294/1877, he was
posted to Tiflis as consul general, and in the following year he was transferred
to the legation at St. Petersburg as chargé d’affaires. In 1304/1887 he was
appointed minister plenipotentiary to Russia. The title ‘Ala’-al-molk was
conferred on him after the death of its previous holder, Hajji Mirza ‘Abdallah
Khan. His service as minister to Russia lasted about three years. In Rajab,
1312/January, 1895 he was appointed to Istanbul (E‘temad-al-saltana, Riiz-
nama-ye Katerat, ed. I. AfSar, Tehran, 1345 §./1966, p- 134). After six years in
that post, he was recalled and made governor of Kerman, where he was very
popular with the local populace; he investigated complaints personally and
stopped abuses (Nazem-al-Eslam Kermani, Tarik-ebidari-e Iranian, 2 vols.,
Tehran, 1346-49 $./1967-70, intro., p. 168). He also negotiated frontier problems
in Sistan with the British Indian authorities. Several Europeans who met him
during his governorship of Kerman spoke highly of him (M. Mahmaud, Tartk-
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erawabet-e siasi-e Iran o Engelis, Tehran, 1328-33 S./1949-54, VII, p. 1883). After
his recall from Kerman he became minister of education and later served as
minister of justice and governor of Isfahan for short periods. He was again
appointed minister of justice in the cabinets of Atabak-e Azam Amin-al-soltan
(for four months in 1325/1907) and Mohammad-Wali Khan Sepahsalar (for six
months in 1334/1915-16). Following the shelling of the Majles in Jomada I,
1326/June, 1908, he and Wakil-al-molk were sent abroad by order of
Mohammad-‘All Shah on a mission to obtain the views of other states about
constitutionalism and the system of government in Iran (Tartk-ebidart 1, p.
254), but no doubt basically to announce Mohammad-‘Alil Shah’s continued
authority. After the assassination of Naser-al-din Shah, it had been ‘Ala’-al-
molk who was given the task of arranging the deportation of Mirza Aqa Khan
Kermani, Shaikh Ahmad Rahi, and Mirza Hasan Khan Kabir-al-molk from
Turkey. He attempted without success to prevent their execution (Tartk-
ebidarti, intro., p. 15). Later, at considerable expense to himself, ‘Ala’-al-molk
arranged the printing of Kerman1’s book, A’tna-ye Eskandart.
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